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KUSHANO-SASANIAN COINS. 


I N chapter III rtf my PaikuU hook I have attempted to utiliEe, for the as- 
coBsfcmetiou of the early history of the Saeaniac empire, » cumber of 
corns that, when first discovered, were called " Scji;ho-Saaaiiivu,’' and. when 
somewhat better known, Later Great Koshan ” coins. They are, aa a matter 
of fact, the coins of the Sasanian prince-governors of Bactria who bore the 
title elstivg KmMn sMh or and ought to be called, accordingly. 

“Sasanian Kushan’^* coins. 

Since then I have continned my Btudies, and having been presented 
through the kindness of Colonel ilacCormatk in Teheran, with a number of 
these "coins tlnvt had been brought from Afghanistan, and having seen the 
Bpecimens in the Kabul Kuseum and in the Ermitage at Leningrad, I liave 
come to oonclusions partly corroborating, partly modifying the results of my first 
attempt. Therefore, although I feel sure thiit it will still take a long time 
to arrange definitely the series of these coins, and although I am unable 
here in Teheran to avail myself of certain literature that I know exists, e,g„ 
of the more modern articles by A. ilarkoff, E. Drouin and Rapsoii, I thought 
it useful bo make known my studies in their present unfinished shite, lu order 
to enable other scholars, especially numismatiste. to criticize my opiiuons. 
Not having at ray disposal the necessarj^ literature. I prefer not to quote 
at ail the views of my predecessors, but to confine myself strictly to my 
own ol^servations and conclusions. 

Tlie coins in qrxestion fall into two different group.s according to their 
lesrends <)n the one hand, we have those in Sasanian Kuslmn script, oia., a 
^kouraive writrag. derived from tlie Bectrian Oreek. and ii«d by tl» 

Great Knsban kings. Kanishka, Hnvislikn and BasodSvi on the other hand 
those with legends in Sasanian Pahlavi of the third rantary A.D., or. ^ ^ 
ou..ht to oall it more correctly, in P&rsSk script. Both greo,* are linked 

t.,."ethcr by some rare coins with hilingnal trends: Phrstk on the obvere^ 
G^k on the reverse. Again, we can divide the corns accordixig to their 

material into gold, silver and copper. Of the gold there is a l.r^ 

number continuing the type of the Great Kushan corns, or more exac ly tire 
posthumous imitations of the Basoddv coins, but a little bit Uirger, ^inn«. 
L even more strongly eiip.sliaped than the last Kushan coins. On rto 
other band, there are some nue gold corns of the pure Si^aman typo. With¬ 
out entering upon that difflcnlt topic. I wish to eaprees liere my opmnm, 
in which i know I am in agreement with so great an authority as 
Vasmer of the Ermitage Cabinet, that the Sarenian aurei. which are stlU 
rare (although during the last three decades a far greater number has 
turned up than Wore) aud generally considered not to have been in actual 
cnrrencT are much more closely connected with Bactria tium has liitlierto 
been asi^ed. and that many, it not all of them, represent the gold currency 






2 


EUSHAKO'SASAXIAX COINS. 


of the ejustern dominions of the Siiaimian empire Tlie extremely rare silver 
coins—I do not knonr more thiin 5—are of Sit&uiiim character but with 
slight peculiarities that distingiilsb them troin the eommon Sasaniaii currency. 
The proportion hetneen the existing gold, silver and copper issues makas it 
clear that the curious state of affivira prevailing in Bactria during tlie inde¬ 
pendent Kuslian period, when there W4^ no silver coiiuige in existence, still 
continued under the Sasiinian governors, a fact that is probably to be ex¬ 
plained on the assumption that in the ratio between gold and silver gold was 
lower, silver higher in Bsictria than in the adjacent countries. All the rest 
of the coins are copper. They possess a distinctive oliaracter, whether their 
legends are in Greek or in Pfirsik script, and whether they follow exactly 
the type of the cup-shaiied gold issues, as some of them do, or whether they 
reproduce the oommon Snsanian type. Hence, these Sasanian Kushan coins 
presort a striking lack of unity, nohvithstanding that as was long ago 
recognised, they belong together. 

Before proceeding to examine the various types and specimens, I want to 
lay grait stress upon one other fact, namely, that we must assign the wbole 
of this material, on arcbmologicid grounds to the first period of Sasanian art. 
The distinction of three periods m Sasanian art, the first one extending from 
its hegiiming under Ardashir I. {ah. 225 A.D.) until the time when Wpfir 
II came of age (ah. 330 A.D.); the middle one from that time until the 
second reign of Kawftt I. (ab. 500 A.D,); the third one until the end of 
the Sasanian dynasty {ah. 650 A.D.) is clearly evidence*! by the .great 
monuments as well as hy the small antiquities sucli as seals and coins. If 
we take the Dup-shivped aurei, nith legends in Greek clmracteKi, the ofiveree 
invarialtly shows the 1'u.ll-si^e figure of the king standing, in full armour 
the trident in the left, the right Imnd pointing downwanl to a am al l fire- 
altar, as if throwing incense into the fire; the reverse .shows the Indian god 
Shiva with the bull Xandi. As this type is derived from the older Kuahan 
type, it need not surprise us to find that it is pre-Stisanian. This is fcme 
not only of the style, init of oonorete details. Thus, the tritleat and the 
armour is still distinctively Greek, exactly ns some of the Loknpfihis, N^gariipis 
and A ajrapfipls of old Buddhist art in Central Asia long retain the same 
Gr'*ek fyqie. a proof that they are descendants of Graeco-Bactrian art. The 
fire-altiir, too, is pre-Snsaniim, AVc find the siimc alUir on the rare 
Parthian monumente, but nowhere in Sasanian art. Moreover, the ivay in 
which the muRCles of the liwly are delineated liDiieatU the garments in the 
old Greek manner. tUsappears completely from Sasanian art by the middle 
of the tth century. Even the heads on the obverse of the aniallost and 
lea-st artistic copper coins show distinctively the style of the great senlpturca 
of the 3rd century, some of them recalling the finest of the existin"- 
&»sauian sculptures, namely, the head of VarhiAn I on hk inis-rclief at 
ShftpGr, near Kawmn in Ears. Other devices of the copper coins, r o the 
god enthroned, half profile, still more the god on the threne mnler a 'dais 
the king standing in adoration before a seated god, are ineoneeivable in rhe 
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middle Sasanian periotl. Indeed, the second example reproduces almost exactly 
the famous sculpture of Shfipiftr I. on the throne in the gorge of SMpQr. 
Even the rude fire-altar on the reverse of most of these copper coins shows the 
t3'pe of altar of the coins of Ardashir I., imitated, it is true, in the later 
issues of ShfipOr II., but nowhere else, and does not follow the typo introduced 
by ShApiir I. and copied throughout the first Siiaanian period, out of which 
the type of the second period has been developed. 

There can he little doubt, therefore, that all the Sasanian Eushan coins 
known to us, must lie assigned to tlie period between the accession of 
Ardashir I. (ah. 225 A.I>,) and the time of Shfipiir IL’s coming of age 
(ah. 330 A.D.). Certainly we cannot date any coin of oiix group later than 
S5G A.D.; for wo learn from Amniianus Marcellinus that Shhpur II. waa 
kept in the far East of his empire in the winters of 356 and 358, 
regions that had been occupied not long before that date by the Chionites. 
and, as we shall see, tliese Chionites isrnied a coinage of their o^m, imitating 
the coins of ShApur II. but with legends in Greek Eushan script 

The deciphering of the coin legends is much hampered by the circum¬ 
stance that some of them are unique, that of others we have but a few 

specimens, and that all of them, like most copper coins, are in a very bad 

condition. The few silver coins are in good, and the gold coins ivith few 

exceptions in excellent preservation. Still, the Greek legends on them have 
not yet been deciphered. Alexander Cunningham was the first to attempt it: 
he succeeded in recognizing, on the cupsbaped gold coins, the names which 
he spelled Hormastl " and “ Varargn", and attributed them to Hovmuxd TI. 
and Varhrhn V. Ho only failed to reach the real reading because be kept 
too closely to the arrangement of the l^nds on the preceding coins, the 
imitations of Bazod^v, ui-. .* 

toonano §ao bazodfio koSano 

This is evident from his plate of legends in the Num. Chro». ser. Ill, Tol. 
XIII, pi. XTV (pi. V of Scytho-Sasanians). Indeed, the legends like all the 
types' of the coins, are derived from the latest coins of the indei»endeut 
Kuslian kings, but the arrangement of the legend differs. It was tins dis¬ 
covery that enabled me to decipher them, and as the point is obviously an 
imimrtant one, I will enlarge upon it further. 

The arrangement of the legends is closely connectetl with the direction of 
the hesids on the coins. On the Sasanian coins, for example, the bead looks, 
without exception, to the right; on the Arsaeidan coins, to the left. Ihe 
Sasanian coinase, in this respect, resumes the style of the old Friltadtlra of 
Perseimlis and^ the first four Shfths of Filrs. The FnltatUbra type is of 
Achcemenian, pre-Arsmidan origin. The coim of the first three Shfths, two 
with an eagle and one with the crescent on the head-dress, correspond in style 
to the ** early Arsacidan coinage those of the fourth, Vhtfradilt 11., who 
wears a narrow diadem with a croscent onlj*, to the style of the foUoning 
Arsacidan coinage anterior to the so-called ilithradates II. Itom that time 
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omrands, the hea<ls are mv'aritiblj' turned to the left. The change of title, 
from Frdladiira to Shdh, as nell as the change in the direction of the 
heads, must denote certain OTents in the history of the country, the former 
most probably the subduing of Pdrs by the Arsacids, the latter another 
change in the political relations of the province to the central power. Now, 
the whole coinage of Elymak-Khuzistau shon-s the beads turned to the left 
like that of the Shfibs of FArs, and it might be concluded from this 
tluit the relation of KhuzistAn to the central power was of the same kind 
as that of FAis. Tho coins of the Parthian djmasty of Sakastftn, rir., of 
Gondofares, Orthagnes, SAnal)ares, Alyi^iases and Paeores, proljabiy members of 
the SArAn Pahlav, a family of the Parthian high aristocracy, show m the 
eame way the heads turned to the left, with the exception of some rare coins 
of Gondofares and Al>dnga»e8, an exception that may perhaps be explained 
by the fact that their title is even more pretentious than that of the 
Arsacid emperors at that time. On tho other hand, the coins of Armenia 
hjive the heads turned in the opposite direction, to the right. I am not 
acquainted with the Atropaleniun coinage, but that of Characene, JlesbAu, 
follows the Armciiinn prototyjjo, both having been coimtries with a greater 
measure of independence tlian FArs, KhAzistan. and in my view SakastAn 
also. Lastly, Arrlashtr I, on his first ooins. that is, at the time when he 
was rebelling against IlartalAa V., made the head de facet and from the 
moment when lie became free from the Arsacidau rule, bo assumed the 
old FrAtadAra type with the head to the right. 

Passing by these facts, that have not yet been emphasized sufficiently, 

I cannot but conclude that the direction of the heads has a definite 
meaning. The direction to the left was the Arsacid one, and all the feudal 
princes who liad the royal privilege of coining and whose lands formed an 
integral part of that eurioicsly diffuse empiro, had to adopt the Arsacid style. 
The opposite direcdon of the heads proves a greater degree of independence, 
and hence is adopted hy the Sasanids immediately after they bad thromi off 
the Arsucidan yoke. That it was done mtentionally, is further corroborated 
hy tbo oiiservation that all the Sasanian seals adopt the mme direction i ntV., 

the seals themselves have the hcad.H turned to the left, which in the impres’ 
sions apptured to the right. 

The Arsacidau coins aU show the opposite direction of the heads, i.e., to the 
left, with the exception of those coins, formerly considered to be Armenian 
coins, which are elfloaified by Wroth among the imperial Arsacidan coinage, 
under the designation “Period of Alithradates 1/*, the tetradrachms of Phraatea II! 
and Artaljan I., and the Himercs coins. In spite of all efforts, however, 
the arraugeniont of the early Arsacidan coins cannot be considered as at all 
a settled matter. I know that the late A. Petrowicz never accepted the 
now classification, and F. Hill lias ospressod his doubts in his Catalogue 
of tireek Coiaa of Arabia, Jlesopotatitia and Persia, p. CLXXI, n. 2, 
Besides tbe point under discussion, there are the diffioultica lu-esented by the 
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fact that TVioth was compelled to introduce an ^Utuktiotm that he 

shows among the early kings one Artaban II. who owes his existence only 
to an interpretatioii of a passage of Trogus, pro/. 42, by t. Gutschmid 
long since recognised as erroneous by Markwart. iviid that, on the other hand, the 
kin*^ Gotarzes I. and the real Orodea L, contemporarifis or immediate suc- 
cesirs of ^tlithradates n., who are known to us from cuneiform documents 
dated in their reigns, arc missing in bis list. The tert of tlie dirwtion of 
the heads is, in my opinion, a test oven more essential and clinohing than 
Wroth’s “ test of thel omphalos and throne”, and we must go back closer to 
the old arrangement of the coins, and consider all those with the head 
turned to the right as not appertaining to the Iranian series of the Arsacid 

Su^serains. 

The arrangement of the legends is closely oonneetod with that of the 
heads though least so in the imj^rial Parthian coinage. Let me say, however, 
that the sense in which the legends are to be road is of primary impor- 
tenoe even there, for the true understanding of the three most interesting 
Arsaddan ooin legends, ew., one of Mithtadatos III, (Wroth pi. XHI, 13), 
one of Gotowea II. (Wroth pi. XXVII. 2) and some of Volagoaes III. 

(pi, XXXV, 3), cf. fig. 1- 



]f jc. L^^Ccnntf of 31ltiLtiidiL4«t OotAT»f imd 


For the first l^end, rendered by Wroth as follows:— 

BA£IAEQ£ BAZIAEON APSAKOT MO-ETEPrETOT (<I>)PAATOT BHI^ANOTS 
EHIKAAOTMENOT ©lAEAAHNOE rO(S) ? 

I do not venture any explanation, the sequence in which the different parts 
ought to bo road being obscure to me. The second legend can only be read; 
rflTEPZHS BAEAIErS BAZAIEftN APEANQN TOE KEKAATMENOE aPTABASOT 
"Gotaiaes, king of kings of EiAn, adoptive son of Hartabancra", 

The third legend must be read: 

“Arshak Wala^e shihftnshMi 

There are certain historical questions dependent on the true understand¬ 
ing of these inscriptions ^ and an analogue question was discussed by A. v. ^tael- 
Holstein in tlie/jR.I5. for Jan. 1914 “ /F'os therein Kuema Bace r yrhem be 

B 3 







® KUSHAN’O-SA^AKIAN C0IK3, 

proposed to ns^d the legends of the Great Kushan in a new way. He savs 
loc. p. 83: It IS diflicult to tliiuk of any reason why wo shouJd not 

confer ^P«J Q, the ft«t (or last) word of the li^end, ojhI eop»o powwopeo 

as his title , Let us soe how the facts are. 

The coins of Ooetnokadphises present the following variations; 

(1) kjng sitting; the inscription liegins at the right behind the he-id • 

BASIAETS 00HM0KAA4)12H2. ’ 

(2) king full size standing i the inscription begins above the bead and 

returns there in a complete circle: BAEIAET2 BASrAFON 
MEFAS OOHMOlO\Aa)lSH2. 

(S) the same on some copper coin., but with »u iulerruptiou below 

oetween the second and the third word* 

(4) bust of king to the right; the inscription begins to the ri'^ht, 
below, at the left shoulder of the bust; BASfAETi: OOHMo' 
KAAOIEHS. 

(o) bust of king to the left; the inscription begins above the head 

TT . .u r BASIAET2 OOH/MOKAAcWSHS 

Under the foUo^ng king, KanisJifca, the Greek legends are replaced bv 
Kushan ones. The Greek legends are 

*** iiiscription begins right of bead; 

BACJ^€£JN KAiVKpttOY* 

(21 same type, the Kushan %eud begins to the r. below, at the left 
foot; paoNfikNO p<io Ho^KKpm KOpano. 

Under Huvlshka we have: 

(1) ki.^ riding fo r. j tJio iurcription begin, nt the L. below, with interrup. 
tion by the head paonaiiio po© /ookpko Kopano, 

(S) king lilting to r.; same armogemcot. but interruption after fi«t 
O of the name; paowawo pao o/ckpKi Kofwfo. 

(3) huet of king to 1.; the inecriptioB limine to thor,, below, «t the left 
arm of bust: pio^iurt)p^iO o/ohpKi Kopojm pw, 

“““ Stael-Holeteiu, cokpk, nopono 

“S'”"** fte nenutgement of the le-ouds of^ 

instance, where another po.o follows the name, excludes definitelflhat 

The complete legend is unquestionably ' * *^admg. 

5aonano§ao (name) ko&ino Sao 

and although we cannot follow the author in bis special riomf j ■ 

g’-i"; riiir -'t!--™ 

e. iiHX'S.-'r: x ;• Ar“"' “» » 

^ns the Inter imitatione of the Enzoddr 

nt .hrbn:nfiLe hi!!;, 
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Now, wo most turn to the imperial Sasanian coins of the first period. 
They show inyariably tlie bust of the kbg to tho right, and the legend in 
Pfirsik, t.c,, a Semitic script running to the left, is always to Ije read from 
tlie centre of the coin, and begins to the 1- above, at the back of the 
head. This obserration bolds good for the whole series from Ardaahir I, 
down to Sli&pftr II, The eseeptions are few, vw,, two anrei, one in the 
Berlin cabinet and one in the British Museum, that have erroneously been 
considered to be coins of Tarhrikn III, but in fact belong to Narseh; one 
aureus of Narseh, formerly in the Bartliolomaei cabinet; and about four 
or fis'e aurei of SU&piir II., two of them in the BiliUoth^ue Natiouale iu 
Paris, one in the Berlin cabinet and one in the Indian Museum, Calcutta. 

I own another sp^imon of them. They show, with the exception perhaps of 
one of the Paris aurei of ShApur, on the reverse, the name of the Pire, 
that reoccurs on the well-known two aurei of II. Rawlinson and A. Cun¬ 
ningham, Ijelonging to Sorvimd Kush{tmhAb. We shall explain that 

name below: it is the Fire of Marw. These gold coins are apparently the 
prototypes of the copper coins of ShApdr II. with Kushan legends, and must 
IjO reckoned among the Kushan coins. 

The SasaniaiL Kushan coins have two different kinds of w'riting, the 
one a Semitic script running from right to left, the other a Greek script 
running in the opposite direction. Both of them are, with one possible 
exception, to be road from the centre of the coin. They must, therefore, 
begin differently. We observe now, that the Kushan legends always begin 
above, to the right of the head of the standing king, and continue around, 
with an intermption at the base of the device. The PAraik legends, on the 
contrary-, always begin below, to the right, at the left shoulder of the bust 
and end behind the busby hair close to the right shoulder. That means that 
the Kushan legends follow' the method of arrangement olwerved on the first 
Greek coins of Ooemokadphises and Kauishka and on the late imitations of 
the Bazoddv coins, immediately preceding these Sasanian coins. At the 
same time this arrangement coincides with that of the imiwrial series of the 
Snsanian coins. Tlie PArslk legends of the Sasanian Kushan coins imitate 
the arrangement of the Great Kusluin coins of Kaniahka, Huvishka and 
Bazoddv. Of course, as they both run in the opposite direction, the right 
and left sides have been exchanged. Hence we must clearly establish the 
fact that the beginning of a P&rsik legend below, at the left shoulder of 
the bust, is a distinctive mark of Kushan coins, in contradistinction to the 
Sasanian manner of making the legends commence at the back of the head. 
It follows that, e.g.t the two anrei mentioned above, attributed to VarhrAn 
111, but belonging to Narseh—as a matter of fact there are no coins that 
can unquestionably be attributed to VarhrAn III.—must be reckoned also 
among the Kushan coins. A closer study of the early Sasanian gold coina 
would probably result iu our recognwmg tliat many more of them belong 
to the Bastem possessions of the ISasamau empire. 
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B&vwg found the clue to the arrangement of the legends, the decipher- 
iBg of them becomes an easy matter. The finest of the cup-shai)ea aurei 
one si»eeimen m the Britisli Museum and the other in the Ermitage. show the kJnc 
in the attitude niready described, before a small fire-altar, and wearing a 
cro^vn which consists of a kind of cap. broadening at the top and adorned 
with two rows of large pearls, aunnounted what has l>een called a 
plume, but what zs better described as a globe covered with leaves, like 
ft large lot tis-flo’^ver* TJie inscription is: 

POYO "tlie god Varhran, groat Kuohansluh-■ 

W- ph 1» no. S. 


Tte «ript of this legend is Knshnn Greek, the language is pure Sasn- 

in”!. "• w* C for J are ezactl, as on the 

Kushaa corns. N and K. though stiU .listingniahcd, hare hecome reir simi- 

™rt “■ “ '^oaal 

part of the letter and is attached somewbere in the midtUe of the eecend 

Mceuding Stroke, uherens in K the third sloping stroke does not lwl~.g to 
the letter itself, but is only tlie connection with the following character 
it begms at the end of the ascending second stroke. The genesis of the 
letter p has l^n toe subject of discussion. It makes its appearance for the 
firet time on the Konishka coins. But looking at the preceding coins and 
obsofTrng t^ the different attempts at expressing the sound on the 

corns of Spaltrrees pa«ip,ior beside /ess.moy, or on those of Heraus (-Miausl 
tsKs Koasao.-ihe sUghtly sloping (hia stroke .aeaas P i„ other 

XOP^iS^r “irlnnv"- KOPOXA ia Kusana-jawago, and 

in KusaaaCsa) jaaa(sa), ire must realise Uiat the oalr 
methodical explanation of p is its derivation from P. ^ 

T^e vowel A is twice used, in the last sjllable of Tarhriin and in 

correctly to denote long ft. The third instance 
m the word thU, is doubtful in both the ooins. I should assume that toe 

o »d A have become almost ideaticaL The whole difference is, that ^ 

ir -r iir* fr awT^o rr s™- 

Te^Me^ter del“w, ^0 


^ vowel 0 has various application, even in this short 


tt n- ■* f-dTheJIi Tor T' 

tune it stands at tlii> i>n,\ nv t » ur a. cne same 

Xoe^cslTtC “‘adX VI 

srLVc::'m “ - - 

«iy nj «, iiodem Persian does not know a short «, but 
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only ft long A, and a short d, which corn>s|>onds exactly to the short "o 

chiuw *' of Italian^ originating from Latin u. It seems to me apparent 

that exactly the same short Towel is expressed by the first O of our legend. 
I'he second is a still shorter form of the same. Hence the tnie pronuncia* 
tioD of the name was JF&r^hnin^ For, the 0 Uiat begins the name stands 
for the consonantic y, i,e., a. The same is the case witli the first 0 of the 
adjective, 0 stands for w on the older coins in the words ; oPSArNKO, opAArKO ^ 
ApooaoTO. ohpo, OAOO. ooNiMOOj, oxpo, oaxpo etc. The third 0 corresponds to 
the 0 before P in the king’s name. The other O behind that r has dis¬ 
appeared, because the vowel of the first syllable, originally d, has assumed 

the colour of the vowel of the second syllable, 'fhe 0 of the first syllable ot 
the ethnic name remains doubtful. As in the proper name ShApur—poSopo 
it may signify, here, a long h. The Phislk tiansliteratioD of the name of 
the Khshhn with sGriplh plena of the A, is not conclusive, since there are 
hundreds of cases where such an A denotes only the qiinlity, but not the 
quantity of the vowel, 

Ab to the O in the last word pao, it has been thought to signify 
an A in the Great Kushaa title. I think wrongly. We shall see soon that 
OUT coins employ another sign for A, If we leave out the A in the titles, 
there are, among the whole number of the Knsban coins, only the following 
cases where O might possibly denote an A; The name written in Greek 
letters OoemokadpJiises is rendered in Indian by Rima-, This instance we 
must discard, because we don’t know which otigiiml sound is reflected by 
the two foreign rendering. The same remark holds good for the other name, 
written in Greek oohpMi and in Indian inscriptions lluvhbka. The variant 
ovokpKi, indicates that there was a difficulty in the rendering of the 
original sound, and that a convenient style bad not yet been found. The name 
APOOASnO, also discussed in tliis connection, docs not come in hero, for there 
can be no doubt that it means DmisAapt with the characteristic change 
from d into f, and not Lahrasp. The names .MAO and poopnopo are more 
convincing, but not absolutely conclusive, for beside MAO there appears again 
a variant MAOO, and the possibility exLts tiiat the O might represent a 
nasal. In Shahrdwar the 0 might he a sulistituto for the missing h, an indis¬ 
tinct vowel written instead of A, There remain.H, then, only the name of the Iranian 
Mithra, Mihr, which on the coms of Kanisbka present the variants .MEIPO, 
Ml IPO, MIOPO, MITPO, on the coins of Huvisbka MIPO, MI IPO* .MIOPO, 
MITPO. MOPO, MTPO. MIIOPO, MIPPO, and perhaps MPPO. If 
the enstom obtained of m-iting 0 for A, why these variants at all? And on the 
other hand, in the names H/khcXm and Maa<ni)Vo the k is not expreas^. 
Since onr Sasanian coins, then, do not employ O for A, we ought to conclude 
from the above-mentioned facts that O did not signify A, even in the case 
of the older inscriptions. 

Our legends show a clearly distinguished sign for A in the name FarArow 
as well as in the title sAdA. The question ia, what is the origin of that 
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sign? Among the ramnts of some of the words quoted above, T appeared 
as an attempt to render the miKsing h, e.^,, in ovohpKJ^ AUTPO, MTPO. If 
we cast a glance at the tables in which I liave tried to show the deyclop- 
ment of the Greek Xnshan alphabet, and if we com|jare there the T as it 
appears in the Awramfln iiarchments and on some of the EadpUise} coins, it 
seems to me clear that our sign is the late representative of that older sign, 

probably influenced by the Phrslk h v, (vrittten naturally from left to 
right : !?». 

If this is accepted, the 0 in the Kiishan title paowowo pao cannot denote 
A, and the word must be transliterated 

6aonnnoSao or Sawnano Saw. 

In which case it does not render the well-kno\vii Widnidh or *i4hiydniSh 
of the nestem Iraninn dialects, derived from OP, ylftyadiydnAni ySAyaOiya. 
We must look, therefore, for another, sumiar word. At the ejid of tlie 
Arsacid period the ruler of Isfahan, for instance, bore the title /dS, »,e., is8, 
from Aw, which we have an archaic survival in the title jjmS, 

or of the kings of Foighaua, repeated by the second Muhammadan 

dynasty of Egypt. Tlie princes of Gharchiat&n in Bactria, and of K6wsh&r 
bad the title idr, i.c., Aw, *ymripa, by which the princes of B&miydn, 
near Balkh, and of Klntttal were called. The word that eyplains the Kushan 
title has already ijccn discovered hy Stea Konow; it is the Soghdian 
"might", yjldvaa "king”, ‘‘ruling”, yidvatiqyA “empire" and pdt- 

‘ sovereign . The termination of the gen. pi, in ’(tno corresponds to 
the same in the baka language, •atik. G?hc last ■h of the word remained, when 
followed hy such an ending, but disappeared in the nom, sing. Thus, iatcttdno 
id Iff is a counterpart to Sak. fftfastami ffyasH in form, to Soghd. yjs&van in 
matter. The language of the Great Kushan coins 1)elong8 to the eastern, 
and not to the western Iranian dialects. The peculiar forms of the names 
Apoo<iaTo. OPAAFMO bcside OP0ArKHS, confirm this view; for MAO and 
poopMpo closer analogies than Pftrs, mdh and Sahrenar must be found. On 
the other hand the Sasanian Kushan coins do not write iaonanoiao, like their 
predecessors, hut and in one instance, itihdnff idff. Their language is 

pure Piltsik, 

The coin we have studied, has in a second tine, u-ritten in smaller 
characters, a word which is lughly important. Once deciphered, the reading 
is clear and a matter of course, but it was iky no means so before, as two of 
its four letters were new, I found the rending through the study of the 
Greek Awraman j^archmeuts, w'hose Pahlavlk counterjiart had been well 
knouui to me long since. ITiis is the reason why I have entered these docu- 
meaits in the plate showing the development of the Kushan Greek, and there are 
certain ohsen ations on them that must he discussed here. 

The Awraman parchments are Parthian documents dating from the first, 
century B.C, and so far they are the only documents in cursive Greek that we 
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possess from that part of the 'tt’orld. Cotapariii" their script with that of 
the Arsaetd corns, it becomes perfectly evident, that the changes in the 

uncial script reflect only the development of the underlying cursive script; of this 

they ate not an isolated instance, hut they are tli© only existing representatives 
of cursive Parthian Greek. In his puhlication of these documents. E. Minns 
devotes two pages full of interest, and a plate, to the mere pali^mifliicd 
aspect of them. He seems to hove been at a loss in precisely classifying their 
script among the cursive Greek luwds that we know. He says: ‘‘The writing is 
rather to be classed with IxHik hands than with cursives”, and, after having 
discussed some analogues with Ptolemaic papyri, he odds i “ And yet tlie wliole 
effect ie not at all Ptolemaic, and on trying to find analogues for the 
tures - . , , . ... I liave been unsuccessful. The method, of ioining 

the letters is quite unlike the line along the top which liuka even sucli iv 
letter as t on to the follovving in mauy Ptolemaic hands”. Now, the peon* 
liarities which struck so great a oounoisseur as Minns, appear exactly^ in 
the same way on the Kushan coins. The word rttpo on one of the Huvish- 
ka aurei, would never have caused difficulties, if these parchments had been 
known at the time. My coucluaion is, that exactly as the art of the 
Arsaciduij and Stvsaniau period is more than dependent on, nay, is a branch 
of Grroco-Bactrian art, so the Greek script of the Arsacid period is a branch 
of the Grroco-Bactrian writing represented by the Great Kuahau coins. 

The word in question, which caused this digression, becomes at once 
legible, if we cast a glance at the sylbibles Xo and eyei in Minna’ table ; the 
letters are x word is to bo read 

yArhntii I, 

Berlin 


HOTinkd 1, 

Fio. Mint-namfl tin wini Yirtillji I- HftnAutd 1. 
i.e,, middle-Persian immo of old Bactm, Balkh. 

The word appears on altogether four coins of three different tj-pes. It 
is the name of the mint-town, and this is in iierfect agreement with nil 
w© know about the provenance of the coins. Gunniugham has already dealt 
with that subject; tliey come ail from Brtdakhshan, Knuduz, that is North¬ 
ern Afghanistan or Bnctria. 

With the fact once estikblislied that mint-towns are mentioned on these 
coins, the idea presented itself to mo, that another word on many speciiiiens of 
the ^ond group of Kushan coins, w^„ those with Pikrslk legends, which had 
been left miexplaiued or altogether misunderstood, might be the name of 
another mint. The word is best known from the aureus of Somwzd vasarg 
KtUkdn shtihdmUh formerly in H, Eawtinsem’s possessiou, now in the British 
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Museum. It appears there, aa ulTOye, on the reverse above the Ere^iltar in 

it'st^r It “ T' 5'“® “* ‘'’® ^ “““ 

l^nd whieh w complete bat must be read .part, and hence I alwaya 
Msumed that it was the naa» of the fire, the more so as all the coin, con- 
tanuag this word show remarkab’.s eimaarities. The word is '»?!» 

This word is not Iraman, but a Semitic ideogmm, and, since tie hnal 

comdemp T t^nmnation, it is a pure ideognim without a piionetic; 

^mplement. The Amm. root is 7^0, “king'’; with the tennimtion it is the 

Th ^ written ideographically as jjr^. 

t letter ttie word 

in me imhang. originally «, or r, stands for I in many, and esiiecially in 

so 1 eogmins like sm-oiof. sr-nSn, '-le-Kbpi.-nr-KlfO -oj«-K'iici. Ttie 

Jhst sign of the ideogram of the Frahaug looks like a. but can be read as a 
ci>mi»und of tiro 'J, in at least ton different ways. I believe aaiyone who 
lias studied the uitricaeies of the Pahlavi ideograms. wUl agree with me. if I 
take th^ f ^ corruption of ^9 -ky, this being a termiimfeion foreign 

Arslk words, and, as far aa I can see, luiique also among the Semitic 

Ideograms and therefore particularly liable to misrepresentation Independeiitly 
of this, ^ho must be read iUikdn - royal”. The old IWn poets use this 

word in a restricted memung for a royal treasni-e, Firdausi almost as the 

name of the prodigious treasure of Khusrau Parufiz. In the Pfirslk wrltiueB 

treasure”, is the title commonly giyeu to the 

t'lr^ usurgmiUr, the "Memoirs” of the graiidvizier of Khusrau L, because 
its first passage is; 


“MAN niiurgMIHR 6 hgj^fakiln *)mrguViet tapistAn 8AHR 6 an*tiyok*& 3 i 
Xusrod darlkjiet fiN akAtkAr . , . , . A2 framAndAt yusrod SaITAu SaH 
.IT ?A ganj A fi(&)hikAn NinlT.” 

" By me, Vuzurgmihx sou of Bukhtak, hargupet (highest dignitary of 

e empire) and darikpet of the shapistAn (dtlior miaktor of the Court or 

jtoMi y g^d-eunuch) of the town Antiocheia*Khusrau, these memoirs, hy 

king of kings, haye Ijeen made and depositetl in the 
SuAhikAn l^easure-house. 


As the author lived iu Ctesiphon (Antiocheia Khusrau is tlie new 

quarter of that motropolis, founded hy Khusrau I. after the conquest of 

^ n Kw ieia on the Orontes) and as the Byzantine authors TheopAams and 
^ os well as the CAronieoa Pa»eh(tle, speak of a new treasure-house 

budt by the king in Ctesiphon, possibly at the spot called to this day 

Khaznc i Kisrfl, the " treasure-house of Khusrau”. it seems tliat (his 

Koyal Ireasure-house”. notwithstanding that TAt(^pAane» gives its name as 
the house of Darkness”, was in Ctesiphon, Tire introductory passage of 
Vnzurgm%hr recalls another famous pasaage of the Ddakanl ; 
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“ Dftfflj* e dirftyAu hamftk apastAk TJ Eaud cigAn zartuxSta A^I ohromuid 
patgrifta nipiStak if pacAna Avak PA gauja & SaplkAii (rar.; fia^plkAii) Avak 
PA diza A nipiSt dfi&tana framdto." 

‘‘By Daray, son of Daray, was ordered to keep the entire Awesta and 
Zand, as it had been roceiv^ hy Zoroaster from Hormuzd, ^rritten in two 
copies, one in the treasure of Shaplk&n (or Shasplldkii, uncertain spelling, 

of unknown etymology), one in the Dizh e nipisht (the ‘Castle of the 
AVritiugs') 

And: “S(A)hpuhT SAHAhSIH 6 artax,ShrfLn niptkehAfi A dAne Bfi 

APAC 0 ham IWURtan ..... TJ paAdn 6 ganj A Saptk&n 
(^ptkAn) dAStanO framtito.” 

«By ShaUpuhr, king of kings, son of ArdasMr. wiia ordered to collect 
again also the non-religious writings . . . and to keep a copy in the 
SbaplkAn treasure-house.” 

In the Shahrehd e ^rdti, another work eompoaed during the early 
Mubatomadan i«riod, under the chapter “Samarkand”, it is said, that 
Kaiklimrau, the mythical repreflentative of the historical Arsacid Artaban 11., 
founded the VarhiAn-Pire of Samarkand, and “PAS zartuSt diuo AWUlife 
AZ framhn viStasp-8Ci\)h KCC fargart PA dAnc dipdw'arih PA tA/.takohh 
Z\lUn kand TJ nipUt TJ PA ganj A iN NIHiT. TJ PAS gujastak 

aukandar s&/t TJT AKDAR 6 daryiip AFKANt dAnkard A haft xvatiyAu-” 

** Afterwards wTien. the religion had lieeu brought hy Znrdusht, 1200 
chapters in religious writing were engraved and written on gold tablets and 
deposited in the treasure-house of tliat Fire by order of ku^ Vinhtasp. and 
afterwards by the cursed Alexander was burnt and thrown into the sea the 
DAnkard of scveii kings.” 

These passages make it clear that the great Pires were at the same time 
official archives. And the description which Byzantine authors give of the famous 
6To-templo at Ganjak, the capital of idharhaijAn, allude also to the royal 
treasures kept at those places. We don’t need to discuss here, whether the 
Gaiii A ShhhlkAn and the Ganj A ShasplkAn or Shaplkhn, are identical or 
not. Personally, I think they mre. But the conclusion is obvious that the 
Pire-temples contained archives and treasure-houses, and “ AAdAM-dn ’, the 
Koyal BC. treasure-house, is a fit name for a Fire, 

’ Another ascertained fact is that ShihtkAu was the surname of the 
town of JkTarw. It wits called so by the ejirly Arabs who established there 
the oentre of their government of KhorAs&n, only continuing what had been 
80 at least during the Sata Sasnnian period. It is called so also in tlie early 
Peivian romance of WAs and Ramin. The sunianie distinguishes this Slonv 
from the other oue, MarwrAt, situated farther south. 

In the Pahlavi book of Zar^r, composed ah. the begiiming of the Vltli 
century Marw has the lumam© “ Zoroaslrian ”, and in the first fargard of 
the ViUSvddt, a work of the early Arsacid period, we find a surname of 


14 


KUSHANO-S.ISAK1AN COIXS. 


similfirmciijiiijg, viz, ,* “tlie strong Marw, the holy", literally tlie “tmtlifuU truth* 
cultivatiiig-one". These last two surnames clioraeterize Marw as a eeatt© of 
^oroftstriauism, in opposition—exactly the opposition evident from the two 
groups of coins—to Ealkli, the gn^t centre of Buddhism, the seat of the 
Barnwcid priest of the KaimhAru, The Zoroastrian ilarw must liave hud n 
great Fire-temple, and I tliudc it is only logical to attribute a similar 
meaning to the first surname and to regard it as the name of even tliat 
Fire. Hence, Marw ^ Shfililkhn means Jlarw with the Shaliiknn-Temple, Tlie 
similarity between the idei^m of the surname, and the real name 

-rtiio , or oiio suits wholly the spirit of PnhlaTi scribes. 

Tho observations tliat the mint-name a^ipcar^ under the form of an ideo¬ 
gram, and that the surname replaces the original name of the touTi, do not 
militate against tJiis identification. Another ideogram is i.e,, BAR, the 
*' Porte", the exclusiye symbol for the mint of Ctesiphon on the coins; and 
the official surnames completely replace the old local names in official 
use during the Sasaniau period, like Aj-toxSlr-yTarri-h for older GuvJar, 
later Gfir, £!rAn-xvaTrfeIi-(or-faiTHx-kirt-)Sftlipuhr for old Susa (later Shiish) 
V^h-antiyfix-SAhpuhr (Gund^sMpur) for old B^t-Lftpftt, N^w-SliAhpulir for old 
Aparshahr, etc, Marw was the residence of Ardashlr I. for a while, after 
lie had conquered the Kushan realm. It was also for a long time one of 
the largest mint-towns of Iran. Tho first mint-names appear on tlie coins of 
Yarhrfin IV. (388-99). After VarhiAn Y. (430-33), the town appears under 
the form of MIKT and of ML, which might be an abljreviatiou of ItLKT 
as well as of MLM'Y, of Shfthikhn and of Manr. After the catastrophe 
of in the Hephthalite war, Marw was lost, and its name disap- 

jM?am from the coins of Valagsh and of the first reign of Kavit. Then it 
reappears and continues until the end, with the exception of the coins of 
some of the short-lived kings of the troubled period between Khusrau II. and 
Yazdkirt ITT. The last Sasanian coin of ilarw dates from the year 20 of 
Yiizdlurt III. (051-2), the year when he was murdered, like the last 

Achaemeiiid, in the neighbourhood of the town. But we must, not forget 
that these last coins may possibly be the first coins of the Amhs. The mint 
survived and issued silver coins of the Sasanian tjiw until the reform of 
Abdulniulik, when it was clianged into one of the great Umayyad mints, 
and as ilarw e Slifthejhn it still appeara ou the coins of Kh4ns of 

Khtva. 

Before continuing tlie decipherment of the Kushan legends, I must 
refer to still a tliird name of a mint-town, hut only as a plausible 
suggestion. The silver dmehms of P^rAz KiUhftnshMi, son of Ardashlr I„ in 

the Brit. Mua., have at the place where MLKT appears on the Rawlinson 

aureus, the signs which may be read either SMa or YYa, with all 

the possible variants (it is not impossible to take the y as a very small ;). 

I propo^^ the reading Saniarkand. Samarkand, the capital of Soghd, formed 
one satrapy together with Balkh, during tlie Acliaemcnian period. There is 
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every probahility that it belonged to the Kushan rihdra. And there is no 
historical reason against that assumption during the third century A* 3 >. 
But W0 have no means of proving it; for the only scientific method of 
establishing the identity of the Sosanian mint-monograms with certain towns, 
cis.i bv proving the continuity dow'n to the TTmayyad period, is wanting here. 
Samarkand was lost to Iran early in the fourth centuiy, and hence does 
not appear among the Sasanian mint^towns nor on the Umayyad coins. 

The mint-monograms in Sasanian numisinatics have been treated by the 
older authors, Thomas, Dorn and Mordtmann, with a comprehensible arbitra¬ 
riness, but by the latest writers, de Morgan and Parruck, in an inexcusably 
unscientific spirit. IfeitUer has the slightest notion how^ to attack the problem. 
The Umayyad, mint-names are nTitten in full and in a clearly l^ible script, 
■NVe must classify them according to the administrative divisions of the early 
Muhammadan empire, which was only » continuation of the Sasanian adminis¬ 
tration, and endeavour first to identify the Umayiad names with the 
Sasanian abbreviations. There exist a number of Sasanian monograms as 
well as of Umayyad and early Abbasid mint-towns. These must l>e attri¬ 
buted according to geographical and historical mdications. In auggesting 
identificationa for the remaining monograms, we roust prefembly refer to the 
official names of the Sasjmian towns, and then to the common names, as 
found in the Shahrifha 6 and other Pahbvi books. Some Sasanian 

seals and seal impressions of purely official character present in the centre 
the same abbreviations as the coins, and at tlie margin the same names 
written in full, e.g., B^-Sbhhpuhr Amul btou ^ Urukh 

jl^v; the district East of Baghdad pii^iruj2232b»2^ 

These are of great help. 

The reading of the letters as SMa Ssvmarkaudseems to me free 

from objection,'* but I do not need to insist upon it here, as no conclusionB 
are to be drawn from this suggestion. But in comparing the two groups of 
coins, fixed by their mint-names as belonging either to Balkh or to Marw, 
we must note the very' interesting facts, that the Sasanian Kuslrnn coinage 
with legends in Greek Kuslian script waa that of Balkh, the one with 
Piirslk legends that of Marw; that the cup-shnped aurei belong to Balkh, 
those of Sasanian style to Marw; that no silver coin at all belongs to Balkh, 
but all to Marw or Samarkand; that the Rev. types of non-Zoronstriaa 
character or w'ith clearly Buddhist character, like Siva and the Jfaudi bull, 
the king adoring before Buddlta. ilithra on the throne in half-profile all non- 
Sasanian types, belong to Balkh or perhaps to Samarkand; and tlmt only 
Hormizil on the tliione under a dais and a special arcliaic tyim of the fire-altar 
belong to Marw. 

With these facts set forth we may now proceed to study the remainder 
of the legend on our first cup-shaped gold coin from Balkh, that on the 
Reverse. The reverse legend is the same on all the coins, but it soon 
degenerates and only the earliest can be used for the purpose of decipherment. 
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The reverse is developed from that of the late Baj!od 4 v coins which 

bear the legend ohpo. a surname of Siva. Hence we expect to find 
some^iug similar in our legend, the more so as the Pdrdz silver com 
contains also the name of the god in its reverse legend. There is always the 
same long word to the right of the standing god and the bull, and the 
same short word to the left of the bull. It is possible to read the short 
word lOZAO, ^osdo. The objections are, first, that we disregard in this 
case the last letter 0 ; secondly', that there are no means of proving tiiat 
the first letter is I. Almost the same word occurs on a Nicolo seal pub¬ 
lished by Cumiingham, on which a Sasankn prince is represented adoring 
before the Indian god Vishnu, a counterpart of the coins of P 4 rdii, represent¬ 
ing that king adoring before Suddtm. Tlie only difi’erence in the word is 
tlmt p replaces Z. The first vowel on the seal looks like A, and hence we 
ought to tmnscrihe also on the coins. Unfortunately, the seal inscriji- 

tiou is apparently non-Inuimn; its letters might be read in this way: 


• J'*!*- 3.—Io«riptiiin on Nunlo S«L 

WOPAO lApaoO ATjO(. 

Tlie first two letters are not clearly dlitinguis liable, the last one is 
absolutely unknown, the last but one is doubtful, in each case partly on account 
of the shortening of the letters in the photograph. The value t of our sign 
cannot be proved, because t does not assume this round shape either on the 
Gr^it Kushan coins, air on the Awraman parclunents; and on the subsequent 
Chionite coins, as we sliall see presently, it has the same straight shajie as 
of old. On the other bond, the sign in question looks much like c on the 
Great Kushan coins and in the Awtumun parchment.s, but this letter is pre¬ 
ferably connected with the follon-ing ones from above, and not, as in our 
case, from below. Hence we are just as unable to prove tliat it is a. 

The long word at the right contains clearly the letters pi; in the middle, 
accompanied on both sides by a ligature, looking like connected double oo or 
w or ^o, but hardly ou. But this ligature is jnofc used in the same way 
in, e.g.f oopoAp«vo oo^opxo oApo^o^Ao ; hence it is apparently neither wo nor 
do. The lust letters resemble aji, and in a few oases they are followed by 
three more signs. Curiously enough, this word,, too, has ‘its counterpart on 
another Amethyst seal publislied by Cunningham, There we see: 





or sorzorpjj-u 


Fio, 4.—Inveriptida on Am-ttLyit SenL 

The last four letters are hardly legible on the pUite, and Cuimingham tran¬ 
scribes his version of them in diherent way at two places and is of no help. 
Comparing the script of the Awraman parchments, it becomes evident that, they 
■are ligatures of the same type. The beginning ^ is doubtless on the seal. 
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but seems to me to be erroneoofl aiid influenced by his reading of that seal, 
wherever be thought to recognize it on tire coins. Once, as our table shows, 
the compound letter is replaced by a sign which lucks like (n, but has in 
these l^ends the aignification in, g. The word of the seal has quite 

a P4rsik apjieamnce; eo, too, would oorzo-. But almost uothiug can be 
established with certainty. The god is evidently who )ind lost two of 

his heids and one pair of arms already on the late Vasishka coins, but I do 
not know of any surname of liis resembling the word on the coins. The 
assumption may 1» wrong, and instead of suggesting any surmmea of Siva, 
rendered or tnmslatcd into Pdrslk, we must consider the possibility that the 
reverse legend, which resembles the uon-Irauian legend of the seal, is not 
Phrsik like tliat of the obverse, but in the Kuslmu laiigiuigo. 

If we look once more at the table showing the legends of the cup- 
shaperl aurei, we find in lines 5 to 8 a fresh name: oq^oMozoo, or Ohr mozd^. 
The title does not vary. The preceding word bfr(9 is missing but this is of 
no importance, since the Phrsik coins of the sjwnc king give him the title 
" mnzitim bays ", and he has all the emblems of a member of the Sasnnum 
family. On the last of his coins, taken from Canningham's PL V, a (put 
into the right order), wo remark a longer title, ew., idhdnsMs. The samb 
higher title'" is home by tlie king on the Rnwlinson aurena and iwrliais 
on a copper coin of the ilarw group- Unfortunately, a photograpii of the 
gold coin in question hiis not been shown by Cunmngham, and when looking 
through—although quickly'-the cup-shaped aurei of the British Museum, 1 
could'^not find it there. (A fine specimen in ‘ l>ou Hackin’, Cabinet des 
M6daiUes.) 

The script of the two Berlin specimens is very close to tliat of the 
first coin discussed. But there is a noticeable uncertainty in the letter jt; 
the first has the normal Greek form, also found in the Awr. parcliments 
(those have two different fx, of which the smaller one is that of the 
Parthiim coins) and in looking down the lines, we utidemtaud how, with 
the next coins, the ;jl reaches a shapp sitnUar or identical with ta. Tlie A, 
too, begins to vary, a cluuiga that makes us understand the twofold shape 
it assumes in the subsequent legends; one shaiie for the begbining of a 
word, perhaps a sort of uncbl, and another one m the interior, e.y., in sMA. 
This movement continues and ends quite consequently in the shape the A oilers 
on the coins of tJie kings of ZAbul (11. 25-30), The name of the third king 
in our table (11. 9*14) is the same m that of the second, but invariably written 
ill a different orthogmphy which reveals a change in the pronunciation; 
yviopMzoo, hotmzds, instead of oq^oMOzao, ohf'omozd. To distinguish the two 
kings, I write their names always according to the orthography of their 
coins. Script and cltange of name, together, do not allow us to attribute the 
coins to one and the same king Hormuxd. The main attribute and meaus of 
distinguishing the coins, the crowns, are also different, os well as the 
whole style of them. Cumiingham did not remark the difference, and it 
is evident that in his description lie has made mistakes. He shows on 
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Plata IV, 3, the kinsr Hormzcie, without tlie griolje, and he describes b the 
test fno, 3 & 4 ) the kb^ Ohromozda with the globe; b the text he rives 
the l.^end as reproduced in onr table I. 7, while on the pkte' ap^rs 
that reproduced iu 1. 9. 

sequence of the l^uds does not present palwogmphical 
difficulties. But the followbg ones are less ejisy to amiige. TJiere are 
three kings, the first with a jwir of ram'a horns, the second with a zii^agged 
cap, the third with three palmettos. The first and second (11, 16-18) have 
the name Vorohmn, like the first king of the whole group; the name of the 
last IS illegible, ^e title 6oy retippcars on all the coins, the mint-town 
PaX^o on the Berlin specimen of the ram’s hom kbg. The letter ft has in 
some cases an archaic shape. But b contradistbetion to those signs of an 
earlier age, there is no longer any difference between O and A, and almost 
none between Ji and K, both of which have assumed a decidedly changed form, 
resemblbg an X; the Z too Inis chajiged, aaid on one of toe coins 
tlie A has already tlie shape it shows on the much later cobs of Zabnl. 
As the tyjie of the coins, Rev. and Obv., is decidedly changed for the worse, 
and as this difference b style cannot be explabed on grounds of greater 
age, because it does not agree with the precedbg Bazoddv coins, we*’ must 
conclude that this second group of cup-shaped aurei followed the other 
one. Compar^ among themselves, it is apiiarent that the cobs of Vorohrau 
with the ram’s horns are the first coins of the second group. 

Next comes a coin of a third Vorohran, with a crown much like that 
of the first king, the two rows of pearls being replaced by a zigzag, Imt 

the stylo is totally changed: it marks a step farther in the development that 
h^n mider his predecessor. The symbols in the field, too. are different. 

Let it be noted, also, that the legeud is already faulty; e.g., ool^opo with¬ 

out X, xooovo with 0 for p and an v that lookfl faulty, but, judged by 
the script of the Awraman parchments, might be a more cursive form, and 
lastly, a quit© new shaije of p in lihs and the A of the Zahul coins. 

Lbe 19 of our talile shows the l^nd of the last king of the 

group, debased like the whole type of the cob. ITie legend must tic consi¬ 
dered as no Icnger legible. There is a silver coin b the Calcutta Museum 

with a bust Iwarbg exactly the same fromi and one might feel belbed to 

attribute Ixith to the same king. Unfortunately, tlie legend of the silver piece 
(see pL 2, no. 20), though perfectly well written, resists any attempt at read¬ 
ing; it ends in -rhrtin, but no less clear is the fact that there was no on- 

preceding it, but something like pgd- or |»rliai» pa-. On the aureus the 

name seems to begin with an J/-. UnHl Further evidence is furnished by 
new finds of coins, I should prefer to couBidcr tlie silver piece «is u later 
imitatiou, in the tiiinie sense ns other Sas^nian KusUan coins have been 
imitated by the Chionites and Hephthalites. 

The c<ipper cobs with Kiishnn and with bilingual legends, add but 
litlle to our knowledge. The reverses, fis far as they are legible at all. 
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contain traces or parts of the reverse legend of the cup*shaped anrei. The 
reverse Inscription of Hormzde is entirely repeated on some copper coins 
(Tal)le I, line 21). Two coins in the British Museum and two in my own 
possession give together most prohahly the legend (Table 1, line 2) po6opo 
[eo^o^KOKoj po^pojw perhaps ponopo. This king "wears a crown of three 
pinnacles of a palmettedike design, sunnounted by large pearls. Other coins 
of another king with the normal cron'll of ShApur II shcm- clearly the legend 
(Table 1, line 23) po&opo 

'fhis orthography of the ntime presents a problem. KP. has preserved 
the pronunciation p of the middle consonant. Greek authors write mostly 
IIinupTi;, SitTTOpy,^ imt not seldom Ammianus and Zosimtis, the his* 

torians of Julian the Apostate, render the odicial name of the town AnbAr, 
P^rfiK-Sfthpuhr, by Pirisabora, BTjpoap<i»p*. So GundAthhpuhr is rendered by 
Tbeophylnkt by BevSeLcra^optiv. The Talmud and Syriac authors, since the 
time of Shftpur 11., regularly have with b. Hence, it seems that the 

name bad one official, archaic form, from which is derived NP and 

l)esideg, at least since the time of ShApur II., a vulgar form ivith h, reflected 
by the other foreign renderings and the Kushan coins. The vowel was Ji, 
not fit in spite of the Greek renderings; for it rhjTiies with efar in Wia 
4 Paiftbj, and -p«f with dmiHr in the ShAhnAnie. We learn, that Kushan 
0 stands also for « and must, therefore, tcunscribe tfie name, iabtir. 

The Greek Kushan alphabet continued to he used after the Sasanian 
period. There are three silver coins distinctly lielonging together, 
which hIjow an imitation of the cobs of the middle period of Sbubpiir 
II, with the large symbol X in the field, and the legend shown in Table 1, 
lines 2-t and 25. The legend consists of hvo words, of which the second is 
clearly 010X0. This name is to Aw'. %aoan, Pftrs. Lafc. Chionitae, 

exactly as *oortpt<o is to Muehhka. The first wortl must he either the name 
or the title. It l>egins with X and probably XPO. We must exiiecfc some¬ 
thing correspondbg either to the name Grundwtes, or to the title Maqmt 
Two specimens of the coin are reproduced m {Ira^vmg by Wilson. Ariana 
Antiquat one of them by Cunningham after & photograph, a third s|ie- 
cimen, in the possession of M. Parruck, m a cliclid which does not per¬ 
mit the use of a magnifybg lens. The legends of the first tu-o coins are 
apparently identical, m spite of some diflbrences in the designs; the third one 
is of another type, but certably not the fmiciful Piirslk legend as Parruok 
reads it. It stands half way between the first two legends and those of the 
earliest Hephthalite legends, from which the next example (1. 26 m our 
Table) is taken. This one is written from right to left. The last word, left 
of the head of the bust, like that on Parmck’s com, is clearly I 

believe the first to lie Hptl, 

The next legends (11. 27 and 28) belong to different Hephthalite kbgs 
whose legend is simply poho zosoa i.e. Saha ZAbul, The last two legends 
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to Jater ooios^ of the period of Kliusrau Parw^z^ and contain the 
wortls CPI f>oho Srt ilv aim, in tvdding these legends here, ie only 

to show that the script siiiwived for a long time; which were the last 
Shapes iwsumed by certain of the Greek letters; and tlmt the first Chionite 
coins follow immediately the Sasaniaji Eiiahan coins during the leWn of 
Sh^pur II. ' ^ 

So far the arrangement of the coins Ims been based entirely on palaeo' 
graphic evidence, TJie niimismatio or arehieological evidence confirms this 
arrmigement. T have studied IW coins of the cup-shaped group, Iielonglng 
to the British Museum, the Berlin Cabinet and the Ermitage. I h,ive 
examined the specimens in the Kabul Museum, l>ut I Imve not seen those 
in Paris. I rememlier readiiu? a dcsori])tion Ijy Drouin of some of them, 
and find on an fdcl note "Drouin, Meo. A'wn. 1896 pi. T, coll Blanc, 
Hormuzd witli helmet until lion’s head, VaHiran wUh zigzagged orown, Varii- 
rAn with palmettes.” f am imahle to verify at tlie present whetlier Drouin 
treats the specimens published by Ciumingimm or others, ^Vs far as I can 
see, the othfsr coins belong to the same sis kings as those 1 have studied. 
The ohvense of the coins invarinhly shows tiie type descriljcd at the begin¬ 
ning of this article, the reverse always the god #5iva standing with '’the 
Kandi hull. The tyjie is derived from that of the BjizodSv coins, and their 
immediate imitatioDK, and not from those last coins of the Kusliaii type 
that form the transition to the Gupta coinage, and which I regard as the 
coinage of the successors of the Great Kuslians b tlie Kabul Tall<'y, the 
Kt'ibHlshdha under Sasanian suzerainty. 

The cuji-shAped niirei show, first and foremost, one external difference: m 
spite of the strongly defined cup-shaped profile, and in spite of their thin¬ 
ness, the coins classified as tlie older group are equally irell executed on 
both sides, wlierena the reverses of the second group are more or less 
imperfectly executed,—owing, apparently, to a decay of technique, 

The chief means of distinguishing the coins are the crowns of the kmgs, 
exactly ju* on the irnperiA] Sasaninn coins, I w^ant to eniphasize liere the 
fact, that even to-day, when wn are much advanced m reading the legends 
of the imperiid series, the classification is mainly based upon the lUstbctive 
crowns, not on the readings of the legimds, of which an astonishing number 
are faulty or worse. In looking through Parruck's large work on Snsanian 
corns, one might gain a contrary impression, hut that would he an error; 
his readings, in so far as tliey are not simply reproduced from previomt 
ones, are ]>lmnhv8tical or incorrect, and wherever the principle of arrangement 
aceordbg to the croums is departed from, e.j,, where he is clasaifvbg Kushan 
coins as Sasanian ones, the attribution is a jprtora wrong. 

Although the different crowns of the Sasanian kings have never Ijeen 
adequately studied and although I have had the whole material prepared long 
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aince, I muat postpone the puhlicatiou of it until I am able simultaneously 
to publish lar^ pliotogjiaphs of the heads of the greiit. Sasanian sculp¬ 
tures. JTot A single one of the Sasanian crowns is reproduced exactly bv the 
Kushflii kings. As a general nde, the former are richer. That is only to lie 
expected wlieii u’e reniemlier the extraordinary rich niul complicated crmvns, 
of the £r&nnambftrakpet on the large tameJinn seal in the Brit. Museum^ the 

crowns of the Hephthalite 
kings (fig. 5), and the 
figures represented on the 
paintings of Central Asia. 
The crouTis of the Kuslian 
governors stand Iialf-way 
between, according to their 
geogmphieal and histori¬ 
cal position. Wheresis the 
crowns of the Sa&unian 
emjierons are full of em- 
htems alluding to their 
Zoroastrian religion, the 
Kuslian crowns are jkior 

Fia. c,^rmviii tif fit-phtbditr Ill religious omblems. 



The first Vorohran (fig. c) bears a cap, widening a little at the top, 

adorned with two rows of huge pearls, with the 
narrow diadem, the emblem of royalty, at the low*er 

edge, the two ends of which float behind the cap. 
This cap is surmounted by a Iglobe covered with 



Fto, 6 .--€t 0™ af 

Coin Nck f m* 


large leaves, somewhat like 


a rose hud. The next 
king, Ohr&inozd (fig. 7) 
w'ears a helmet of Sa- 
sanian style, peaked 
forward at the top and 
fronted by a lion’s 
head. The crest of 
the helmet consisU of 
the lion’s mane. The 
diadem at tlic lower 
edge of the helmet has 


fyiG. 7.—Crowii of HomtiHl r, Eniianithjkinibth. 


Cdtu Kin. 9 4 And b. And lO- 


two floating ends, Tlie helmet is surmounted by the same flower-like globe. 
This kind of helmet, surmounted by an animars head, whether of a lion, a 
horse, an eagle, or of the Sasanian luppokamp, is, on the great sculptures as 
well as on some corns, the exclusive emblem of the memliers of the royel 
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family uext to the tbrouo, iucludiog^ the quedt. Shftpfir I we;irs such a helmet 
on the unique coin in the British .Museum w-hich he issued as lieir to the 
cromi and eo*regent. 

The third king, ffonuzd, (fig. S) has almost the same head-dress, but the 



FfO. B .—Crown of Himuxd. Coin Nc^ and d. 

crest of the helmet is formed by a row of large jiearls, and he has neither the 
diadem nor the globe. On nil sculptures and coins the globe and diadem are 
the indispensable attributes of a ruling member of the Sasanian house, the 
diadem signifying royalty, the globe the celestial origin of the family. From 
the absence of these symbols, confirmed by the fact that the attribute tare 
is also missing in the legend, we must conclude that this king was not a 
Sasanian, 

The first king in the second group, VoroAran, (fig. 0) lias a crown con- 



, Fjo. 9.—Ciwwn of YufaiAn I, KdaliiniMfa. Coia* No. IS i. and t, 

sisting of a row of pearls ofct the narrow diadem, and above them a pair 
of large ram’s horns, surmounted by the usual flower-like globe. Ammianus 
Marcellinus. the historian of Julian the Apostate, tells us tljat iihfipfir H 
wore a jMiir of ram’s horns on his helmet in battle; his crown was the 
mural crown of Ardashtr I and Sh&pfir I, hut he did not of coarse go into 
the field with the crown on his head, but with a royal emblem on his 
helmet. ITiis emblem signifies the “Iranian Maj^ty”, which, according 
to the story in the ^ Artu'/ifr S PdpfiMtit followed Ardashir 

on his flight from the court of Ardavan V in the shape of a huge 
ram of extraordinary beauty. Although there are slight differences, we 
must surely attribute, with Smirnoff, the finest and oldest of all the 
Sasanian silver tlishes, published by him on pi. XXV, no. 53, and discovered 
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at Kertohewi in the Province of Perm, to the ting on our coins. Fig, 10 repre¬ 
sents the head of tlie king portrayed 
on the dish; the pearls are much 
reduced here, or, rather, they are 
much exaggerated on the coins, and 
the liair is bushv and curly, not 
plaited ns on the coins, while tlie 
globe is only fiuted, not covered 
with leaves. But the same Outed 
globe is worn by two other Kushan 
kings on coins, and by tlie king 
of the famous cameo of the Biblio- 
th^ue Rationale, wrongly attribu* 
ted to SMpur I, in which the 
Greek influence is so strong, and 
wliieh must lie cousidered, therefore, 
as an Eastern work, more dependent 
CH on Grneco'Bactrian art than the 

Pm. 10, -Held of I fmm .iirfr dUh. Erminge. normal Sasiiniiin works. And the 

same change in tlie liair-dress appears on the sculptures and coins of Narseh 
Sb&lihnslihli. The differences are not important enougii to postulaie another 
king witli the ram’s horns. The silver disli has au iuecription on its liacfc that 
has not yet been deciphered. It is apparent that the writing is Soghdian, 
and that the script stands midivay between the old Soghdian document discover¬ 
ed by Sir Aurel Stein and attributed by him to tlie flrst centurv A.D,, and 
the great niimlier of much later Sc^hdian mnnusoripts, Tlie inscription reads:_ 


* 


Pzc. 11.—Snffhdian in-criptuui m «tlwr dbb of VarlitAo I. l£rniitag<>). 

A nuinlier of the letters are clearly l^ble like ^ s k, a n, J , 

The letters s^^i, are not quite os certain! 

and a greater uncertainty still atfnehea to the letters ^./ro and 
ithout entering here into a long discussion of my reading, I propose to reml 
the first won! ilarr-xvatanv "Lord of Marw", and the last, word gatrevnr 
the name of the month. As x and y arc identical in Soghdian, and doubling 
of consonants is not expressed in Soghdian and Palilavlk, there is only one 
X instead of r/. The third word is the number XIX or XXIX; at any rate 
it is a number. Hence the last word k more prolmbly the month rfoVrairar 
than the title iatr^^rlr, I am unable to venture any reading for the second 
word, which miglit lie a word for the dish. The inscription is preceded by 
a Sasivnian monogmm, in which the letter 1 occurs three times as in the 
name Varhrin, V and It being identical in Phrslk, 
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The second km^ of the second group (dg. 12) has almost the same 

crown lu the first Vorohrau, with the only difierence 
that a zigzag replaces the two rows of pearls. That 
difference alone would not he sufficient to separate 
the coins^ the more so as the names are Metical. 
Eut there is the marked difference of the script and 
the entire differeuce of the style of the coins which 
make the separation obligatoi^% 

The last crown of the gold coins, that of the king witii the illegiljle 

legend (fig. 13), consists of three palmettos, arranged 
like the three pinnacles of a mural crown, with 
diadem and fl.uted globe, Eeside the floating ends of 
the diadem there npfienr the ends of a second ribbon 
tied to the globe. The same crown reap|)eurs on 
the silver coin, alreiuly mentioned, of the Calcutta 

j.- 4.V- —T- JWWB. tu uu-pic jn..t4i ^ r 

Kiiiihtn«b&h. CouiNo.2^>. Museum, wlilch might T>e n Miirw issue of the 
same long or a later imitation, and the same crown is very nearly copied by 
two or three of the Kidara kings. Its origin is the turreted crown showing 
three pinnacles, which belongs to the God Honnuzd and the goddess Anahit, 
and which had lieen adopted by Ardashir I,, ShApur I and II. It formed 
the main jart of most of the Sasatiian crowms, and has Jjeen revived by Ee?a 
8hAh Pahhrvt at the present day. The end of tlie artistic development of 
this type is the merely decorative crown of tlic KidAra kmgs. 

Before exaiiuning the other distinctions Iietw'eei] tiiese coins, we must add 
some more crowns, which occur only on copjwr coins and on silver coins 
of the ihmv series. 

* 

Firet we have PArAx, son of Ardashir I., on the two important silver 
coins of the Brit. Mtweum.* The crown (fig, 11) takes the form of an Egyptian 




Fjo, 12.—Crown rtf Vonlumn II 
Coin Ko« 2]. 
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cornice, consisting of leaves with the top l>ent forward, every leave snrmounted 
by & ])ejirl. The fliadcm is there, hut no ,^Iol)e. Very similar to it is the 
crown of a king (fig. 15) of whonj I possess a coi>per coin, unique as far 



Ptd* ^rown of ft tuiiuel^ Cdti Nrtt 27 . 

as I am aware. The leaves are broader, and less in number, and there are no 
pearls. TIjc legend is quite obliterated, but the name must have been a very 
short one. Another king (fig. 16) Uas the large ])earls and the same diadem as 



£b 


Du* 


c\ 


r 



Vio. IS.—Citum of I KSitkiichlit. Coiiu No, S ■ b. 

Perdr,, also no glolw, but the crown itself has t!ie shniw of three pinnacles that 
begin to assume tlie sliaiw of palmettos. His name is most probably SUh- 
puhr, and he belongs to the first ones of the group. 


21973 
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Fiq, I7,'-Crc>irn of Hamitid-Omiiei, 
Coiii Ntf, 24a. 


cap with a siagla row of large p^rls (fig, 17), 

to which is attaclied a jiair of eagle’s wicgs, 
the whole surmounted 1 >t the striped globe. 
The eagle's wings on the Great KiiBhan 
coins are the attribute of the god 
opAAFNO,, •.c., VrfimYna, Tarhrhn, hut the 
name of the king is Hormizd Kiishfinshhh. 
A very similar crown is worn by Uormuzd 
11 ShUlihnshMi, the difference being simp* 
ly the shape and position of the globe. 
Lastly, there is on several copper coins a 




king (fig. 18) wearing a cap, broadening at the top, and 
fluted like the cap worn by Nareeh Shhhfinshhh, with 
a diadem, and surmounted by a crescent encircling the 
globe. The crescent, the symbol of the moou'god Mhh 
is one of the most common emblems of the Sasanian 
imperial crowns. It is found alone, without a crown, 
only combined with the diadem, on a silver dish of 
which Smirnoff’s atlas shows a drauiug (PI, XXXIV, 
Fig. 18 .— Crowa irf PiiOt II, m2\, acquired by Sir Alex. Bumes from the 

( cun ft. V / r T. 

treasurj of the Amirs of Badakhsh&n in 1829 (fig. 19). Among my ou-n coin 

there is one copper piece with the same diadem and 
crescent only, which seems bo lie pre-Sasaniau, and to 
belong to a certain class of Sub-Arsivcidan coins from 
fclie region of Bukhara and Samarkand. Finally, the 
gold coins of the Marw series, which kid been 
attributed to Varhr&n IH., but which I’claim as coins 
of Narseh, show the usual crown of Narseh, hut like 
his sculpture at XaqsU-i-Hustam, 'ivithout the large 
palmetfces surmounting the upjjer edge of the csvp, and 
the coins of dlihphr II SJihhhnshhh, of the Marw group, 
Fio. ii>.—Crtwti of. King oo smuU conuer coins with Kushan legends 

Silver tHfth. A. Bttmtjft. j i a 


the usual mural crown of tliat king, only the jewels which adorn the crowu 
atB more Bumerouj& tban on the usuftl Sasanian coins. 
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The whole excctilion of the cu]>iilm|)ed aurei of the first three Icings 
is of remarValilj good nrorkmaQshi{i. The compoeitioji of the fi^uTies in the 
circle, the relation hctiveen the design oj^d the field, are well batimced. Tlie 
figures are tall, on the coins of ITorinzde very slita. The coma of the later 
three kings show a total change i the workmanship is inferior, the proportions of 
the figures are grotesque, the head with the crown nieaauruig more than lialf 
the length of the body, and the design fills the groimd completely. 

The coins of the first three kings are of one atyle. There is movement 
in the hotly, the right hip slightly bent outward, the middle of the iiody seen 
in three-quarter profile, a rainarkahle difference in the perspective design of 
right and left shoulder and arm-pit (a problem which Sfisanian art never succeed* 
ed in solving even in its master-pieces), the hands are delicately drawn, the 
feet seen slightly from above, with clear indication of the heels. All these 
are features fcamd again, in fnore developed form, in the Inter Buddhist paint* 
iiigfi of Central Asia, The artist who transformed, the tyjw of the Bazodflv 
coins into these &v3anian Knshan coins, was n painter, educated in the tradi¬ 
tion of Graeco-Bactriim art. And there con be little doubt that the coins of 
“boge Yorohrane*\ the king with tlie j:earl-cap, are the nearest of all to 
the original, or perhaps the original itself. 

The head is in strict profile, only a little too large. The Wrcl of 
Vorohraiie is pointed, like that of the king of the Ermitoge silver dish* 
and of the l>est Susaiuan seals. The l>card of Ohromozde is cut round. 
The other heads display the distiiictively Sasaniaii fashion of dmwuig the point 
of the Imrtl through a narrow ring, a fashion appearing svt first on the 
sculpture of Ardoshtr I. at FlrdrAbAd, and n^ularly on the sculptures and 
coins of Shfipfir I., Hormizd I,,—not Varhrfin I.—hut ogsiiii with Varhrftn IT; 
and all the following kings up to Yazdkirt L The liair of Voruhraue is 
arrmigtal in pfirallel plaits, like tliat of VnrhrAn I., and, before him, of Anbsidr 
I. and Karseh. The same coiffure is worn by the other Vorolmuje w'ith the 
ram’s horns, by the king with the cresomit, and by the last Vorehrane 
with the zigzagged creaii. It Ijecotnes rare among the SasanuLs after Varh- 
liu I,; for the coiffure chosen by SliApQr I., the busliy curls, replace it, 
as it does among the Kushan kings. One copiier coin of Hurmzdo in my ]Hji.>k^ 3 es- 
sion is ejcceptioiml in showing this king witli the plaits; the same ehiinge appeairs 
among the coins and sculptures of Narseh. Tlte coins of Ohromozde exhibit 
their itderiority to tliose of Vorohnine mainly in the luHid on the obverse 
which on these corns is endrclcd by a halo. The coins of the thiixl king 
Ilomuide have lost the bendiug of tlie Iiip, and though the whole figure 
has become more slim aud elegant, it is uoticeable that it is copied from 
the Ohromozde coiiia. 

These alight iliffereueee in style and attributes are much more pronounced on 
the reverses. On the coins of Yorohmne Siva’s Iiewl is in three-quarter profile, 
aud the upper part of the Ijody is covered by a transparent gaiiueut tliat 
discioses the naturalistic modelling of the muscles; the bull, too, is desigjictl in 
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the same style. The devices of both sides staad cm a base line, Already on 
the coins of Ohromoade, the liead, which is jiroTided with ii halo, begins to turn 
from the three-quarter profile to full front-view, the muaelea of the Ijody are 
exaggerated and at the same time treated in an abridged manner. The 
change ie much more marked on the coins of Hormzdej the three-quarter 
profile is entirely aliandoned, the figure of the god Ijecomes verj' slim, 
no muscles are shown through the thick garment^ every detail is reduced 
to conventional, abridged forms, and there is no feeling for spatial depth. 
It is the S!\me with the bull. The Greek tradition is quickly vanishing. 
The halo assumes sometimee the shape of two large ears, tlie face resem¬ 
bles that of prehistoric idols, and the base-line disappears. 

The ftrc-altar does not change its pre-Sosauian tj’pe. The flames on tlie 
coins of the first Vorohrane are like a scroll-work, rising on Iwtli sides 
of the hand j on the coins of OhromOKde and Hormssde on one side onl} • 
On the later coins they reappear ou both sides, but in a clumsy fashion. 
TJie first coins sliow over the fire a trident, ending in a small crescent, and 
with two appendages. The swastika and one dot stiind between the legs; 
three dots, the cUntamani, under the arm-pit; the tri-ratm combined with 
the dhanaa-chalcm, to the right, 'fhe coins of the two Hornmds have the 
same symbols. The three later kings have a similar trident, the appendages 
resernhling the snakes on the w'and of Asklepios. The swastikas have disappeared; 
the looks like iJort of the armour, or of the hilt of the sword; 

instead of the fW-eafno symbol there is another one, viz. that of the Kicolo seal 
which enters into tlie great number of Sasaniaii monograms, sometimes with 
the addition of a sis*ra,ved star or otlier emblems. Thus, the symbols in the 
field of the reverses clearly separate the two groups of these gold-coins. 

In the general style of the two sulwidinry group the change is complete. 
Whereas in the first much of tlie ground is left free, the later coins have 
the whole surface filled. The figures of god and king have become broad 
and short, the head unduly large. Thus the style of the devices and the 
style of the script are in close agreement. 

L now come to two peculiarities that persist throughout this seriog and 
must be explained without reference to the arrangement of the coins. The 
first is that flames protrude invariably from the shoulders of the king; 
tlie second, tliat the top-hair of the god is invariably sUmding on end. The 
. flames from the shoulders are a symbol foreign to Sasanian art. On the 
imiierial series of coins the only exceiition is Valaghsli, who at the same 
time adopts the paUnettea below the bust, obligatory on the Hephtbaiite coins. 
But ali his successors attach u pair of small crcscenta to their shoulders. 
The attaching of symbols to the shoulders therefore begins only with the 
third priod of tsasaniau art. On tlie other hand, it is quite common on tlie 
Great Kushan coins. Ooemokad}ihi8^, Kiuushka, Iluvishka and Baztxlflv all 
have the shoulder ftames, and the last, two add thereto the halo. The raj ed 
balo of Mihfo encircles shoulders »u> well as head, the crescent of .Mao rist» 
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from the ehotilders, the fiames of Athaho protrude behind the upper erme^ 
shoulder and head. This is the old Oriental, the Sumerian way of adding 

divine attributes to figures, and we must suppose that Graeco-Bactrian art 
has hero revived a feature long forgotten in, the West. The meaning of the 
fiames is quite clear; they symbolize the ^rdn'yvarrSh, the Iranian glory, 
and to prove it, the best specimens of coins representing the god 
in Kushan Farro, give him the same flames. In Buddhist art we find the 
same symbol given to Buddha when represented preaching, and sometimes 
to meditating monks and faqirs. 

The other feature, the bristling top-hair, belongs to Siva. It is his 
peculiar characteristic already on the Great Kushan coins. In Buddhist art 
it is the attribute of malevolent gods or demons, some of whom also have 
the trident, e.g,, Mahfik&la, Garudas and Yajrap&uis. It syml>olLzea the terrify- 



Before proceeding to discuss the historical evidence for or against my 
annngemeut of these coins, 1 must here add some remarks about the device 
DU Uie copper issues. 

On a unique copjier specimen in my possession, which I attrit)nt€ to 
Sh&pur I, the Eeverse reproduces that of the cup-shaped aurei (Pig. 20) 



Fm. 20,—Cciii Ko. S f Bbiipiiir ICdibluiiJilJu 


The obverse shows a god on the throne. It is a god and not the ting 
himself; for he holds the Sosauinu corona with the long ribbons in his 
hand,-^ well-known subject often repeated in Sasauian sculptures—and it 
is the i)rerogative of the god to hold and to bestow on the king this 
symbol of royaltj^, which liecame the ooat-of-arma of Shfipilr I. Besides 
the god hjis the rayed halo, the attribute of ifithm, on the Great Kushan 
coins and on the Sasimian sculptures. Hence, we must call the seated god 
Mithra. Next come four coins, two of them iu the British Afuseum 
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two ill my own possession, of wiiicli flie obverse shows the bust of the 

same kin^f {of. fl^-. 16) the reverse {fig, 21) » 
god onthroiied under n ditis. AgoiTj it is a god, 
uotwithfitanding that the ilevice almos^t exactly 
reproduces the great sculpture of ShApflr I, at 
SliApAr, and tJmfc the god w&irs the same 
crown ns the king; but he hns the square 
long lieiird, and the plaited hair, never met 
with on the sculptures iijid coins of ShApur, or 
on the obverse of the coins in question, while 
both features belong to the god Hormizd oii 
the sculptures of ArdashSr I., and Shftpftr I. 
And it is the crown of the god Horraizd, with 
the throe large pinimcles, the turreted or mural 
crown, that Iind been adopted by Ardashir I. 
Fia. 21.—Com No. 3b> and ShApAr I, and that constituted the main 

part of almost all the later Sasanmn crowns. And, once more, the go<l holds 
the corona in the right hand. Hence we must call him Hormnzd. 


The famous silver drachm of PArfiz, of the ilanv class, shows on the 

reverse the king adoring before a 
sejited god (fig. 22). It ia a uon- 
Sasaiiiati ty|je, derived from the 
represontation of Zeus enthroned, a& 
on the Graeco-Bactrian coins of 
Antfalcidaa ajid Hermaeiis, the Saka, 
coins of Mtiues, Spilirlites, Aziiises 
and Gondofares, a device which 
under Kaiushka had assumed the 
signification of the Itidiau moon-god 
^lanaoljago. On tiie coin of Pf^rdz, 
the god still clearly preserves the 
ZeuB-tj’iie, hut his only attribute are 
the flames that protrude, as on the 
older coins with Athalio on the re- 
verse, from the upiier arms, shoulders 
Pm. p#rti I brfore aud ijchmd the head of the god. 

In Buddhist art, these flames are the attribute of Buddha, cf. Grdnwedel 
.litbtHldhiet. AHitstdtten in Chines. Turkeetoa, figs. 3^9-41 and 351-54 from 
Miug-Oi, imrtraying the Buddha preaching, with the shoulder flainea combined 
with the round halo l»ehind the head, and the oval halo liehiud the vvhole 
body, and figs. 620 and 631 from Murtuq, which are much more Chinese in 
style. These flames are, Ha a matter of fact, the origin of that oval halo 
behiiid the Buddha of which there are numberless examples, and which in 
certain representations preserves the flame motif down to the latest period. 
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la spite of hia Grecik appeanuico, the seated Zeus is moiuit to represent 
Suddha, in accordance with the legend, which, corroctuig my former reading, 
is to lie read; 

BuldA yazdcj "Buddha the gofl.” The z of t/azdt is iTritlen 
in a reverse direction, as often on coins, but it is a s itntl not a n, and ( 
replaces the first -'Z, as is clear from the good impreasiona the British iluseum 
was kind enough to send me, and from a repeated study of the originals. 
This change of d into I supports my reading; for it is the regular change 
b the East-Iranian clmlects. Thus, we have APOOASnO frttm Druwd»p, 
and J5a/flAAeArt« from Badakhshdn, and we may compare also, though it is 
not the name hut only an appelation of the Buddha, the Sak. gt/aatmu gymta 
balysa (ix., ya^idnu boha). 

The entire type of this Pdrfiz coin is repeated on another silver piece 
of Sormitd vuzurg Kdghdn Shah in the collection of the Tmtitut des Zangvea 
Oriettlalea de St. P^iemionrg, where ilnrkoff—recogniaed only the first two 
letters of the word MLh-Y, and also on a small copper coin of the same 


king in the British Museum, 
The normal reverse of the 



copper coins shows a special shape of fire- 
altar (fig. 23) with the royal ribbons, and, 
instead of the fiames, the upper part of the 
body of the god Hormusd, holding in the 
left hand the long sceptre as on the cutns 
which portray him enthroned, and in the 
right the 9asaumu ooroua. The crown of the 
god is in no case prt^erved, but we should 
expect the mural crown. Lastly, there are 


another fiie-alter on the 


reverse, (fig, 2-1) known from the coins of Ardashir I., with the bust 



of Hormi^id, without arms, apjicaring in the 
Sanies. Elaew'here I have explained that it 
is Hormizd and not, as it is q[uite arhitrarily 
called, a "fatwar**. These details, however, I 
may reserve for the catalogue of coins at the 
mid of this article. 

After having thus examined the pfdmogra- 
phic and numismatic evidence of the coins, the 
task remains to collect the historical evideiice 
we possess, and to see how far it agrees, 
For the quotation of the sources 1 may he 
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allowed to refer here to Chapter III of my PaiJfcttW-book, and I shall take 

this opportunity of adding some corrections to the picture of the early 

historj- of the Saaatiian empire whicli I tried to deliii«ite there. 

We do not know^ much about events in Eastern Iran during the 3rd 

ccntmy A.D. Ardashir I (224^241 A.D.), after having established his rule in 

the W est, la said to have made victorious camjwiignfl against Sijistftn and Guigfin, 
pursuing Ills conquests from there to Aparshuhr (mod. Khorfishn) Marw* 

Baikh, Khwftrizm and to the utmost limits of (ancient) Kborhshn. After 
the conquest he resided for a while in Manv, apparently to organize the 
administration of the newly conquered provinces, and returned from there 
to Ardashir-khumih, and after a last campaign on the Arabian side of the 

Persian Gulf, he took up bis residence at Ctesiphon, appointing his son ShApur 

Co-regent and successor even during his life-time. This account of Tabari 

has l^een called in question, but witbont sufficient reason. To the virions 
documents that conarni some of the details, I want to add here the true 
rending of the legend of a small offidnl seal in the British Museum, 
which 1 failed to recognize in my Paikuli-lxx>k. The legend runs, 

darinik TJ 

puny(A)t artaxSato dar hami\rk(A)re “the accountant of the Government of 
Darinik and PunyAt-Ardashir,*' 


lAe must admire the extiaordinaij acumen of J. Markwart in having 
postulated this form of the name of al-Khatt from the deformed renderings 

of S3T, Px:r, Arm. P‘aniatrSir, Aial>. aUi , ^ and W. 

Ihiriiiik iR the island, called to-day Darin, Punyfit-Ardashir tlic official ^ine 
of the mainland of Bahrain. The nomination of Shftpur as co-regent h 
attested by the unique drachm of the British Museum, which gives to him 
the complete title of his father, but not yet the crown. Tliis drachm of 
pur I. with the helmet ending in an eagle's head, must lielong to the 
veiy last year of Ardashir’s reign, 240-1 A.D. ArdasMr had several sons 
and brothers who ficeupied certain provincial governorships. 

ShApftr I.. 241-72, was crowned on the 20tb of .March, 242. On that very 
iiy his younger brother Pdrdz introduced to him the prophet Mdni, Ixirn to 
jlij-O m Irftq, and on the same day began MAnt’s first public preachimr 

in Ctesipboii. His preaching in the West must have begun before tSt 

time, and must have attracted the attention of there. The Pahlavl 

iHKjk on the " n/ ” attributos the "foundation of MasuJ,*' that 

Government of NAt-Ardashfr, to a prince "PdrAzd 
^Mhpnhrakhn 4\e do not know of any such P^rAz, and as the name of 
.To_uI pmv» t^t the Government ivas eatoblished there by Ardashtr, the brother 
of Shupnr is mistaken here for a son of ShapAr, iustead of AnbisMr. Then 

w kf* a title which Jmd lieen mentioned to 

the Pah avl %to;„;inaA-, « Ymd of Iranian AotHia DtpnUttium. He must 
havemaile the aequaiiitance of MAni there. In 262 A,D., the Manichmans 
appear ope \ jn Garaniicu, n district of Jfoswl. As we knoir that Maul 
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transferred the place of his preaching to the Bast during ShApdr^s reign and 
Uter on fled to an Eastern foreign country, it is improbable that the year 
262 marks tbe first propaganda in Garamoea; on the contrary, this district 
seems to Jiave been the theatre of his first teaching Ijefore 2i2, a'hen P^rtk 
was governor of the province. After the accession of Sh^piir, went tc^ 

propagate Ms religion in the East, the reason evidently being that hfs pro¬ 
tector had become governor them. The coins of Pdrda KOsbibishfth 

show the prince adoring before Buddha. This niazda-worshipping god*’ 
must have been of nniLsual religious tolerance. About the year 252 events in 
KhorAffin compelled Sh^pilr I to raise the siege of Xlsibis imtl to go there in 
l»erson. He mi^y have “founded” the to^m of NewshtUipulir at that time 
(if it was not ShApir U who did so). At any rate the building of the famous 
bridge over the Harfl Rud at Pushang noiir Herftt, attributed to him, must 
date from that occasion. He restored the situation in KhorAsiln, returned to 
Nisibis and took tlie town. The year 252 A.D, unqueationably nnirks im im¬ 
portant cliange in the Government of Khoriisfin, which is expressed on the coins 
hy the change of titles from ^usitfff jFCHiilii’inh to vusut^ E^i<ifjn~idhnfti(th ; an 
increase in the authority of the prince-goveraors. The fall of Nisibis was 
Followed by that of Hatra; the last king of that interesting Arab town in 
the Hesopotamiim desert, paizan, is said to luive made a ghazit into the 
SawAd (Pers. S Ares tin), ivhile ShApiir was absent in the Eiist, and to have 
taken prisoner a niece of the king, daughter of bis brother Karseh, who 
apjiewrs in the Paikuli inscription and must have keen Sdrestfln-shfth at that 
time, whereas PAi-fiz bad been N6t-ArdashirAii-shAh. The chronicles further 
relate fclmt SMpur I, nominated his son Hormizd governor of KhorAsAn, f,e, 
VMzvrg Knifin~idhf and that he made him his successor before be die<l. * 


Hormizd I reigned onij’ one year and ten days, 272-3 A.D, As 
O^omastes he is mcotioned by Trebelliw Poflio in ’ hia hither's Roman 
<v!impaignB. He may have acquired his surname '’p TB, read NBW, " the 
Valiant” there. The strange short word appears in the Hajjjalsul inscription 
as or _if, and is the NP. oi>solete word a^to, whence is derived 

ucwot, NP, and moreover uStoahJk, written half ideogram mat ically s/gsfi 
NP, jAw. But Hormizd i.s also said to have consolidated and extended the 
Sa^uiian rule in the Bast. It luis never been sufficiently emphasized tkit 
neither Ardashtr I., nor ShapAr I,, ljut this Hormizd is considered by the 
Kdrudmak e Artayjir luj the true founder of the unity and monarchy of 

Mn. This must refer to Ms successful work in KhoiAsan. (Perhaps only 
a motif of an old saga!), An isolated notteo that lie wjiged war there is 

found in AlasMdra worbB. Hence, from the Iristorical evidence, we must 
expect to find coins of Hormizd following those of PArAz somewhere lietween 
352 and 272 A.D., but the material is too scanty to ailow us to know 
whether he was KusUfinshAh during the whole twentv vears or onlv during 
part of them. The silver drachm in tlie collection of de^ 'Zanmuts 

OneiitaUH at Petersburg, udilcb belongs to one Hormizd rncvrg KAidn 

mdnm, reproduces on the obverse the design and the legend of the 
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Bawtiusoii iiufeuR of Eomiizd in tlie ^foseum^ and on fbe rercrso 

the device of the P^r6z diaehin; the king adoring Buddha. Tliere can be no 
better unniisntatic pioof for the identification of the Horniml of these coine 
with the inter Homiizd L 

He was micceeded by his brother Varhrikn I (273-76)* TV's do not know 
ndietlier he wee nn elder or a vounger hrotlier of Honnizd. Tlie fnet tliut 
he succeeded him, is not conclusive, .iiid the other fact, that his sou 
and his gnutdsoii, Varhr^n II and III, succeeded him before his younger 
brother Narseh usurped the throne, speaks jnore in favour of his being 

the eldest of all the sous of ShSpOr I. Narseh, who erased the name of 
VarhrAn I on his sculpture at ShSpur, and replaced it by his own 

name, and wlio seems to bavc caused the mutilation of the same sculpture 
and the adjoining one of TarhrAn II, must have had a special reason to 
hate the family of his hrothcr, and may be, the simple notice, that Slidpdr 
] nominated Hormizd as lus successor conceals an irregular succession, an 
exclusion of Yarhrfin I., in favour of the hero of the K&mhnuik£ Artakhshtr, 
Hormizd, ■with the result that Narseh claimed a Ijetter right than 

Tarhifin I to succeed Hormizd. Of the events during Vnrhrfin the first’s 
short reign we hear almost nothing. The prophet Mkut was executed in 

276-7. miini had propagated his religion m;der the protection of P^rAz in 
Khorfwftii. He fled farlher east before Shfipdr 1, more proljably to Central 
Asia til an to India* This must have l>een after the change of the 
government of NhorAskn in 252, and since Hormizd I appears on his coinB 
as Xiislfinshah, pictectiug Buddhism like his predecessor PerAz, he seems 
to have been even as tolerant, and we might infer timt there was still 
another KAsliAnshAli after Hormizd under ShApilr I, who persecuted the 
Hanichaeans by order of SbApAr I. Tbb ought to have happened approxi- 
matel}' during tlie Iasi ten years of ShApur’s reign, and we might asmime 
that Mftni’s . flight took phsice from 262 to 272 A.D, He returned after the 
death of ShApAr 1, we do not know whether under Hormizdb short reign 
or under VarhrAn I, and he is said to have tried to convert that king. 
But he failed, a public disputation was held, MAni was defeated and 
executed, 

► 

VarhrAn II 127G“93) was the son of VarhrAii I. Vopiscus, the Latin 
author of the life of the Emperor Cams, says that, in the year 283 A.B. 
VarhrAn was occupied by a “dom^tlc rebellion,” and in 291 a Roman 
rhetor Mamertinus alludes to these events of the near past, Keying, that the 
rebellion of his brother Ormles, ic., Hormizd, who was supported agidnst 
the king by the Saka, KfishAn and 66ldu, and hence was at least pt>e»rg Kuiiin- 
ifih, caused Varbrhu II to make a disadvantageous peace with Borne, 
ceding, “ spaw/c although the sudden death of Cams at Ctesiphon and the 
absence of his successor Hiocletian in Western Europe did not necessitate 
such a ce^iou—Armenia mid Mesopotamia to Home. The i>olicy of the kiug 
was clever, for the Romans were to leave Cteeiphon, and, as we learn from 
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•the Armenmii A^thias, who used for Jila a copy of the official 

‘documents in the royal arehivea, he reatored not only peace m the East, as 
tfjn Qiifaiba states, but ha conqujBrttd the wliole of SakastAn and made 
his son ^nrJirdn III, Sakdnidh. It has alwaya been the prerogative of the 
heir apjMrent to l>e governor of the latest conquest, the most important 
possession, SakasfAu, including the whole North-TFest of India, became a 
more important province even than the KQshen country, and ‘U'e must expect 
to recognise this groat change in tii© Kilsh&n coinage. This happened in 
S84r A.D.. and we certainly must not look for Varhran III. SakdnsliAh among 
the Kashihi coins. A fact to lie noted, but one which Xoeldete must 
Jiave overlooked, ia that the passage in Affathia^ excludes every doubt 
about VarUrin III. SakSnsh&h l>eing the son of Varhrdn IL, and not of 
Hormizd I, 

After his father's death in 203, Varhran III, succeeded, unwillingly, as 
'We are toM, but was dethroned after a reign of only four months l>y his 
grand'uucle Narseli, son of Sh&pur I. I have already mentioned the fact 
that the aurei attributed to VarhrAn HI. belong to Narseh, and jtossihly 
all the silver druchms likewise; at any mte I know of tu-o of the latter, on 
which the luime of Karseh is legible: one in London, one in Lemn- 
grad. On the other hand, these two coins of Narseh, like the thinl one iu 
the Bartholomaei collection, belong to the llarw class, and, ivs they bear tiie 
full imi)erial titles, we must aecqit them aa a proof that from Narseli's 

time ownwards the governors of KhsliAn liad no longer the privilege of issuing 
gold coins. I feel much inclined to claim likewise the aureus of Varhrftn 

II. in the British Museum for the Marw class, although its legend is 
not arranged in the same way as on the Kdshiln coins, hut because it 
has the symbol of the three dots, the chimrnani of the KashAu coins, and 
becijuse it presents a striking similarity to another coin of VarhriLii II., an 
unusual silver denomination on which I read the word ILLKY, SHdhtkdn 

On the altar sliaft. Jiether that lie right or not, w^c should expect 

that the Kdshau governors lost the privilege of gold coining in the year 
284, w’hen the heir to the throne was appointed Sakiinsbi^h, and no longer 
XiishiinshtXb. From N^arseh onwards, the gold coinage of Marw is issued 
in the name of the Shhhftnshiib, and this continued probably under 
Hormizd II., though the evidence, the ^ solidus of the Berlin cabinet, is not 
quite conclusive, and certainly under Sluipilr II., of whom we have a gie-it 
number of gold coins with the mint-name SMhtkdn and the full imperial 
'title. 

Narseh ruled from 293 to 303. In opposition to my former view, I must 
lay stress here upon the new fact, that the internal war of 293 did not lead 
to the loss of SakastAn. This great realm continued to form an integral 
part of trikn. For, of the two Fahlavi inscriptions of Persciwlia that 1 had 
leisure to decipher in 1023, the first is written in the year il (?), i.e., 
310-11, of Shhpur IL, by 8hApur Sakdnshdh, au elder brother of the infant 
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Iving, who has the tltlas Uitd& sakastdn n tuyaristau dabfrSn daltf,. 

“ king of Saknst^n^ minister of ministers of Sind, Stikastiln and TxxkharistiVn”, 
and who 35 acconii^anied liy the sttkmim the “minister of Public 

Instruction of Sakaet&n by ihe zfung Satraji, the “ satrap of BistAii ** (in 
the modem meaiiing of the ntime) and otlier dignitaries^ The aecoud inserip- 
tion is written by Sl 6 k, “ Seleucue, high judge of Eahul’*, in the year 
■i7 (?) of ShApdr I. — the numbers are much oiditerated- who, according to tixis 
record, ia paying his homage to Shlpflr SakAnsbfili as his superior, shotting 
that even Kabul belonged to tiie Jaiids governed by the SakhnsMh at that 
time, and that tiie elder brother of the king ruled the country for an 
astonisliingly long periofl. From these inscriiitione it follows that JTarseh must 
successfully have maintained all the Eastern possessions, notivithstandiug his 
apparently unsuccessful iJoliey, in the West. 

Niirseh*s son uas Hormt^d 11. (302-09). Xothing is known about the 
events in the East dnruig his time, or about an Eastern career of Hormizd 
under Narseh. But if, as tte have seen, Narseh maintained possessiou of 

Sakasthu, Hormizd may have Ijeen governor of SakastAn, but not of the 
Kiishhu realm. The attrilmtiou to him of arrv coins liearing the name of 

Hormizd is a priori improbable. 

He died probably young, and accor'diqg to the oiieutal tradition he left 
jto heir when he died. A« a matter of fact, Adharoarscli, an elder brother 
of Shftpur II., ivas the first successor of Hormizd, for a fen* tt'eeks only, and 
as no New Year oceurreni during that time, his reign is not reckoned at 
all in tlie oriental lists. .After his dethronement the dignitaries of the 

empire crownetl the uebom king ShApiir II. (309-379) putting into priso 33 
another elder brother Hormizd, tt’ho fled to Home in 323 A.D. and in 363 
accompanied Julian on his Persian campaign. We have already seen that 
another elder h rot her of the infant king was ShApiir SakAiishAh. During 

the youth of Shdjmr II., “Turcks and Komans” trietl to appropriate Iranian 
territories. Tlje name of the “Turks*’ ^ an auachronism; it means the 
Chionites. But until 356 the young king was able to maintain his heritage 
intact. In that year, we leairn from Ammian that he waa occupied 
eztremi* regtii Umitif/m ”; for the Chionitas liad invaded Baotria. This is 

the year of the iusoription of Sldk at Persepolis, and the last ^mssage of 

that inscription, the pmyer that he might return safely to Kabul, sounds 
like a silout allusion to these events. In 358 SliApQi Ij. 33 'as still in Baohrin, 

and at last concluded an alliance "with the Chionites, tt'lio from this time on 

represent the old KfishAn realm. This alliance is an acknowledgment of th«t 
changed political conditions, but by it the king succeeded in attaching the, 
new invaders to hi$ cause, and in 360 the Chionitne and Cuseni appear as 
his allies before the walls of Ainida-Biyhrbakr. 

As the Chionites issued silver coins after the model of the drachms of 
Shhpftr 11. but with legends in Creek KfiehAu script, the year 36K marks 
the latest time limit for any Sasanian Kuishan com. Hence, the gold coins 
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of ShAlrtr II. of to Ilm-W oto, and Ilk copper coina of to Balkli eUiM. 
of bimpuf ^ . • J^ot. Oiilv the aurei, imt tUo 

mnst Vlong to to pa ^ shtoinhih. .kU to ooins. 

c„pi«r coma a^i^ ^ Kualiikuahto muat to older ton 

torcforc, of the Saannian wem l,i,t„rioal 

ShAink II. And, os a geuLrol . veata 

i„vLi«atto« that to C k T« 

to 300, and that tlie gold ooinago of the Balkh t>pt is i y 

to the veal's 25'2 to 284, or 203. .. . • i 

Comhinin*- now tho i»la 30 graphical, archieological. and historical evi¬ 
dence, I proi^e the following arrangement of the Sasanian Kus n coins. 

1 Supposing tliat the dniwing reproduced by IL n_ tt^lson m m 
• j WII 12 is relialde, that coin, found at Beghr&m, mth Hie 

w“:t a kir. JL oZTnJi a ftre-altor of to Ardeahtr tyfe. « h 

n k :to^:mca o„ ^'’ahTolD “ to 

llUrpaXW^d! h.^ oaaoily to'ouUine of, aed «m ool, to 

i:i«l rto ^eilarw aha,.^ mrto 

flrat acelpturea of Ardaahir I. at FtrilrfhM ami J.a(i.b-i-Ba]al.. 

•r The copper ceiaa ahich tow on to Obv. to boat of a ki^ w* 
to mural orown. to pinnadee raacmhling palmcttee, and on to to. the 
Z. Hormkd enthroned under n dak. with a KiVlto legend fi^tah^ eon- 

.t "^1 t 

Sh4pta'^““'“' Aidashlr I, Iwtoro lie toeame coregent, hence between 230 and 

^ The two drachms of to Marw cla» wilh to bust of Pert* on the 
Obv the hin- m adoration before Buildlm on tho Bev., and ii fen eopp 
^ ’ L ll bust of the same king and with a tbc-altar of tho dVnhv* 
on the Rev. (tUe legenibs in Pikrslk are completely effaeed) Iiclong 

loVta son of Anlashir I., under Shiphr’s reign 

in which Shdpnr effected a radical change m the adminis m 
Khorfts&n. 

4 The two aural of to Brmltage and to British .Mmeum. w^i to 
..' linrs Forokrans, to cap beset with two rows of pearls and surmount- 
^ bv to flower-liko globe, and two copper coins of to 
Phram le-end. to bust of to king on to Obr.. to ftr^altar with the 
rairLt of Hormisd on to Rev., belong to a Sasaman _ prmcc \arbrlln, 
jinknown to us. brother or cousin of Bhilpdr I., ab. 252-2oo. 

T liave fully explained the reasons which induce me to considw these 
the oldest and as the prototyi>e of all the later aurci. And, al- 
1 the historical evidence I should much prefer not to insert any 

though fro Honui 5 !d I., lieciiuse I believe that the 

y^r 25 tTo''ughrthe change of the title from vuzurg KUidniith to vi^zurg 







3S 


Kt’SIU^'O-SASAMAN COIKS. 


^uidii mhdnsdh, 1 do not soe any possibilifcy of imttujg aside the nanusma- 
tic eviiltrnco; tbe more so os the fall title, wliicli we find on several 
coins of tile Itarw class, appears only once ainon^ tlie whole uiunlxT 
of the cup'Shuiiod aurei, and the argameiUHm tUentio, therefore, has no 
force. 'I’ho other [lossibility, to which I have alluded above, viz., of nssi^nrug 
these coins to Varhi^n L and regarding Varhrftn as the elder brotber of 
Bormisd, on the assumption tliat he might have preceded his brother in the 
government of Khorfts&n, leads to numerous difficulties. Por instance, 
one consequence would be, tliat we should have to assign tlie coins of the 
second Vorohrane KftshfinshAh to Varhrhn II., who can only have held the 
office under VarhrAn I/s reign (273.76), and whose coins are evidently later 
than those of Ilornizde, who is inseparable from Obromozde, aud who in this 
case ought to lie dated later than the second Vomhrfine, rir., under Varhrfln 
II. (^76.64). We have, in fact, to distribute tlie coins of three Tarhrans, 
nnd we have only two Shih^n-iliahs of that rihme at our disiwsal, since 
\nrbrAn III. Sahfinshith must of course be left out. Hence, we are compelled 
to assiinie one unknown Varhrin, and although I consider this to l>e the 
weak jfwint of my iirrongenient, I cannot see any serious objection against 
tiiy fissumidiou, and I prefer this arrangement to any other jiossible onej 
for, as shall see, a]] tlie other conditions requirtNl by {labeogmphical, 

arehteological and historical evidence are fulfilled, while every other arrange¬ 

ment leads to many impitibabiUlles. 

5. The Balkh coins of Ohroniozdo and the Marw coins of the same 

htty9 Ohrmizd* vuzttrff inhdaidh, with the helmet ending in a lion^s 

head surmoimtwl by the globe, belong to Bormizd I. (ab, 255.2SI-). The 
precise date is doulitful liecnuse there are no exact historical indica* 
tions for these years, and they are only calculated according to the 

number of cxisiiug coins. I know and have studied 6 Balkh aurei, two 

nurei of t^twaninn tyi>e, Marw class, one silver drachm of tbe Marw class 
with the bust of Hormizd on the Obv. and the king before Buddha on 
the Bev.,—this lieing the coin wftich is absolutely conclusive for the attribu- 
tion to Hormisd I.,— one copijer coin with the same devices and some 

others with the bust of tbe king on the Obv., and on the Rev( either 
Siva and Nandi, or the firc-altar with the full bust of Honmiid. The 

coiiiB with the bust and with f^iva and Nandi are bilingual. 

6 , Tbe cup-sbjijied aurei of Hormado, with the same helmet but with¬ 
out tbe globe, without diadem, and without the word in the legend, 

belong to another governor, who succeeded Hormisd I„ and whose existence 
we have postulated on account of the flight of Mini from EhorftiAnj it 
miist have lieen he who persecuted Maniebacism by order of Shipfir I. 
TTie (bite of tbe coins would be approximately the last decade of Shftpor’s 
reign (261-372), 

“. Tbe king Vorohrano with the ram’s boms is Varhrin I., under bis 
brother's reign (272-3). We have only three enpshaped aurei and three aes 

with his bust on the Obv,, and the altar with tbe full bust of IIormi*d 
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on the Rev. One drachm of the imperial series gives him, besides tlio imperial 
titles, the surname KUan. To him l)eloug« 

the Ermitage with the moiiognun ^Gg. 11), a»d the title Jiarinkhvatai/. 

8. The unique aureus of the king uith the KigKag{?«d cap. imiiatinS 
the coins of the first Vorohnmo, nnd the three specimens of the king with 
the illegible legend and the crotm of palmettea, l^long to the i«riod of 
Varhran I (373-276). We must identify tliia third Vorohmno with Varhrftii 
TI. The immiamatie evidence is not clear enough to allow us to say 
whiih one of the two prwttudwl the other. 

g. The copper coins with Pirslk legends in the rounc of Ohrmiab, showing 
on the Obv. the bust with a crown to whicii a pair of wings and a stn- 
ped -lohe are attaclied, on the Rev. ttio full bust of Hormizd on the altar, 

I tJ^rilie to Orraies-Horniizd. brotlmr of VarhrAn 11, whose rebellion was 
crushed in the vear 284, To him I am much ineliiied to ascribe the uni¬ 
que aureus of the iLirw class in the ItiUiolhiqu^ XationaU. There are no 
more aurei from this year onwards, Ijecauso tlio privaegc of coining gold, 
came to mi end when, after the coiiquest of SiikiwtAn the heir to the crown 
ceaseil to Iw KaHhfinsbAJi. The defeat of Oimies and the conquest of 
Sakasthn mark a date even more important for the history of the Kushftii 
tliftn the year 253* 

10. Th« feiv copi^oi* coiTtn iiU Inching to the p^riiid bcti^een 

‘2frfc and 309. Their geiwml style eorresiionds iicrfoctly with tlio style of the 
imiwrial coins ami sculptures of those y«»re. Without imuiiis of distributing 
the remaining three types otlier tSan their general style, 1 should consider 
the unique ties in my poswssion. with a crowu consisting of 5 large leaves 
os thtf first of the group, to lie tinted under Viirliriii II (281-93). Another 
coin published in AHana AnUqua XVU, IS, seems to lie the second In the 
group, to lie dated under Natseh (291-303), mid the coins of a king Pdrftz. 
whom* WB may now call l‘dr6z H., with the crew:ent and the glolie over 
a cap, may belong to the reign of Hormiiul 11 (302-09). One oopFr eoin 
in the Calcutta ilusoum, attributed to Shapur III. by V, Smith, belongs 
either to the saniu Pfirfi® II., or ia a fourth type of the same group. 
.\iid, as the years 281-309 are rather a bug spnec of time for the few 
types of copper coins, we may oxi«ct that other types will tuni up in 
the future. Tho Rev. of these coins shows the altar either with the full 
bust of Honnissd, or with a bust appearing ni the flames. Tlio more inter¬ 
esting devices of the period seen on the cup-shaiied aurei have disappeared. 

11. Narseh and probably Hormisd II. bad alreudy u»u«l gold coins of 
the ilarw class under their own names, contemporary with the copper 
coinage of their gnvemors. ShApur 11 not only coined bis own aurei. but 
under his reign the copper coins of the governors likewise ceased. Besides 
3 considerahle numher of hia aurei of the Murw class, we possess a 
number of copper coins, lielonging to him, with the simple KiishAn legend 
Shoboro, and with the fire-altar of tho Ardashlr type on the Rev., the altar 
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^^^SHAWO-SASAWlAif COINS. 


copper c«»o Jith kIZ L;^‘ 'Z 
tliow on the ilapw coin, hi P4r^. ’ ^ ^ “'•“Ased lUse 

eSte d'«!k”«'u^&rthe^TO^^i.-^^n>" “ill! ^ ““ 

tlie sj^mhol X ond .riih Kodihn |J[-.. I*""*- ■«“ with 

laHom of iniperiaJ S:.„„;... ““1 “«'«>’'»•• ™Die Mto Utar imi- 

»« clwrly diidi.iguM.abIe fran. tboir 

corns of ShSpur D. 'ph. tivo ™>- imitations of the 

MLKY: W d 6h4h^4n “■<= “i"*—»« 

Tills msiuoir whs wntteu in fftsfi Qine i.L 

BataiJles, ' Kotes am- la numismatique ties K ^ ^ Geoi^g-es 

sanidm' has been published in AkiZm, 1B-x f - Kousinm-shahs Sas- 

and Thioh have Ijeea presented by V Wset- t ' '*** “®*“ described 

acre i. pi. m 0 one^nnhnown aureus^ 1 “1“ <>“ “«*dlles. 

specimen of Homiisde Great KdsZ Shli, ^ “ * ^'5' «"* 

with Kishlln insr.S; a second sneeimoa ^ '>• » d of our cainJogue 

Boddlia on pi. Ill ,31 doplioaCTo^r a"ure"- 
more AE of Pdrte II with the craseoot The 'a i’ 

III 9 k difficuifc But there is uMiZ't, ^ “•“■•dcation of the new coin 

armngements I may add that J nurer a diange in our 

9 with the mint-niaie Al” 7^x7 P ' 

^*ODd specimen of the unique drachme of " 

1, showing little more of the fo^h Lttef^^r P’ ^ 

?»at probability error for TIOC. ^ ^ ^ 

n. CfAroty. Fifth Ser vol VflT -^1. 

the Emiitage' Ims set forth the view tlmt the o J Coins in 

to Varhrikn III, as a matter of fihct beW tl r attributed 

which is perfectly convincing. The seuIptL f 

Lir ^ ■“«»>«« ^ VartSt' mlZ;'to'Z 
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Table II.—Parsik legeads. 
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LIST OF COINS OF THE KUSHANO-SASANIAN KINGS 







Ko. 

WeiJghtAnd 

ObTEflS. 




t 




Period of Ardaskir 1. 


Bust of king to right, crown 
in outline anti obliterated^ 
tnterior dosign siniLlar to 
mural crown of the firut 
period of ArdasHr 1; bushy 
curly hair, point of beard 
drawn through ring. 
Legend lost. 


Fire-aJtai' of the type of Arda- 
^hir 1; Barnes in which 
appear traces of bust. 
Grenctis. Legend in Greek 
KHahnn, Ho- L 


Wilson, 

^IjthV/uOk PL 
XVII, 13, and 
p. 4m, No, ^7,. 


2 


M 

[M) grs. 
0*7 inch. 


3 

a; 


b: 


c: 

A 

d; 


4 0 gra , 
0-72 inch 
4b^5 gra. 
0-73 inch 
Caata of 
specimens 
m 

‘ B.M. 


Shapur 1 under Ardaskir I, about 230*240 A. D. 


Fulllengtk figure of king stand¬ 
ing to Left^ right hand point¬ 
ing down towards Bmall 
fixe altar, from which flames 
like scToUs arc protruding \ 
left holds trident ^ full ar¬ 
mour, looee trousers. 

Tracea of Khshui legend No* 

2. 


Bust of king to right; crown 
of 3 pinnacles shaped like 
palmettos, surmounted by 
largo pearls; diadem with 
fillets below, bushy hair, 
point of beard drawn 
through ring; ear-ring, 
necklace of |)earls, bust 
cut in fqm of four lobes* 
Indistinct sign in field in 
&ont of face* Grenetis. 

Farsik legend begins at left 
ahoulder, Ko, 1-5, 


! God seated on throne, head 
in profile, middle body de¬ 
faced, legs half profile, ray¬ 
ed halo of Mithia, bushy 
hair^ left arm crosaca breast^ 
bolding corona with broad 
fillets ; right below seems 
to touch kilt of sword ; loose 
trousers, fillets at anidea. 

Grenetis, 

Kfisban legend No, 2. 

God Hormird in full front 
riew on tbxoDo under dais 
supported by 2 columua, 
with crown Uke that of king 
on OhOi but long square 
beard and hair in pJaita ; 
naked upper part of body ; 
sceptre in left^ corona with 
fillets in right hand; to the 
right, perhaps, small figure 
of adoring kJng^ In field 
below, to left, four-lobed 
flower. Qrenotis. 

FarsOc legend. Nos. 1-6, 


In possesaiem of 
author; unique^ 
unpuhl i a bed • 
Fig, 20 (text),. 
PLl. 


^ ^ b: In poa- 
ae^on of au* 
'tbor. Figs* IS 
A SL PL 1, 
^ d: B.M, 
nnpuhlishcd. 


Shapur I Co-regent.1241-342 A. D. 


4 


iR 

50 gw* 



Bast of king to right; helmet 
with top bent forward^ end¬ 
ing in eagle's head ; diadem 
with fillet at lower edge; 
ears covered, busby hair, 
point of beard drawn 
through ring. 

Farslk legend begins behind 


Fire-altax of Shapur 1 fcype^ 
with two identical, figuiea 
looking oiitwards, both with 
mural crown, henc^ divine; 
long sceptre in outer kandj 
inner band on hilt of dagger, 
Parrik legend No, 7, 


B. M., unique, 
Thomas^ A«- 
murnaii^ 6'^ro- 
fi^, lera, XV, 
p* IfiO. fig. S, 


helmet. No. 6, 
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kushano-sasajtiax coins. 




Size, I 


ObrcM. 


I 


EUrrofee, 


m 

63 gTfl, 
0‘97 inch. 


Peroz 1, son of Ardaslilr, 

Bust ot idng to light ; orown 
in shape of flut^ comic®, 
with mw of largo pearls 
above, diadem with floatiiig 
ends below ; bushy hair, ear¬ 
ring, necklace ; bust ends 
in three ouryea, Grenetifi, 
Parsik legend begLos at left 
shoulder Ko. 8, 


6 

a; 

b: 


M I Bust of king to right * m>wii 
63 grs, flimiJ a r to that of Ferozj No. 

56 gra. 6 ; diadem with Boating 

ends, busby hair, point of 
board drawn tbrou^ ring, 
ear-ring, necklace. Gronetzs, 
L^end loat. 


under Shapur I, 342-252 A 

Same king standiitg in adora- 
ticn bdore Buddha on 

throne* King in Sasanian 
loose garment, with sword 
at left and dagger at right, 
right hand pointing towards 
small Sro-altar in shape of 
hcur-glaBa ; left hand raised 
in adoratiom God on 

throne, head and body in 
profile, knees parted, upper 
part of body seeme naked i 
long sceptre in left, right 
hand on arm-rest of throne; 
throne seen partly in profile, 
aceording to Hellenistic 
perspective. Qreueda^ 
Paralk legend No, fi. 

Below bue-line, crescent. 
Fire-altar of A^aahir tjpe, 
with traces oi bunt in fl ames. 


A/ 

Cup-ahap- 

ed. 


Bago Vorohmne, under Shapur I, about 252-(25fi) A. 0 


Fail length figure of kkg with 
cap adom^ with two row^ 
of pearls, surmounted by 
Sower like globe- diadem 
at lower edge^ hair io plaits^ 
long pointed beard; body 
in full armour; bolding tri¬ 
dent in left, right hand 
pointing down towards 
smaLl fire-altar, probably 
holding ring ; fiames pro¬ 
trude from shoulders, rib¬ 
bons at ankles. Flames 
of altar like scroll-work. 
Tndent with 3 appendages 
and crescent on top over 
altar; combined trir^dna 
and dharmn-chutra symbol 
to right; swastika and dot 
between feet; three dots, 
chirUdi/tddii, under left arm- 
pit» Base line. Kushan le¬ 
gend Koe* 3 and 4; in second 
line, mini name Balkb. 


Siva standing before bull 
Nandj^ on base tine. God 
in Sasanian garment, with 
Sasanlan diadem; top-bak 
standing on end; head | 
profile; trident in left, noose 
in right hand, Grenetis. 

Kushan legend. Nos. 3 and 4^ 
and below base Greek le¬ 
gend Noa. 3 and 4 


Raf«niiipM, 


D. 

I 

B. M,, two epect* 
mens from bahiq 
dio; Drouin 
Numia^ 

matiqtie 

in, 13, p. 60 
stq, PL n, n. 12, 
Heirzfdd, Pai- 
ittdi, PL A, fig, 
13, p. 44 a. Fig. 
14 (text), PL L 


o; In pcHaoB' 
aioa of aathor, 
uopubftaliHL 
PI, 1. 6.* Pamick 
StMonwrt Coift« 
Xn, 274. 

Third specimen, 
Hackin ; 

Gwimti, Uapub* 
lish«d. 


«t,' B, M., Cun* 
ni^ham. Nv- 
mismatic Chro¬ 
nicle scr, II], 
voL xiir, PL 
IV, 13. %. 6 
(text), b, Ermi- 
tnge, anpub- 
li^ed. PL 1. 
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No. 


Woiftbt mqd 

ty**. 


ObVETM. 


Bvrene. 


lUtcKiwet. 


8 

b: 


M 

39 grs. 
0-60 in. 


Bag® Vorohrane, under Shapur I, about 352-(2S6) A. D.-eotUd. 


A’ 

Cup- 

shaped. 


10 


AJ 


Bast tjf king to right; ci*own 
RsniB 03 Tj hair ia plaits^ 
l^tut ol board drawn tbroogh 
ring ; oar-ring, necklaeo. 

Pan^k l^etid b^m at I&ft 
ahoulder. 

o; No* 9; &:Ko. 10, 

Hormted 1 under Shapur about (2S0)-264, A* D. 


Firo^altar, adorned with rib- 
bone, with full bust of Hot- 
mhdf holding in left long 
sceptte, in right corona with 
fillet. 

Plrslt Ibgead No. 9. 


but halniet ending 
in lion^a head, eunoounted 
by fiower-iike globe 5 hair 
bushy, point of beard drawn 
through ring, halo around 
head. Trident over altar 
without creacent: to right, 
^nVofna, aometimea with 
swastika^ 

Kuahan legend Noa. 6^7. In 
second Hue, name of nunt 
town BaUch. 
d: Legend No^ 8* 


Bu&t of king to right with hel¬ 
met bending forward and 
ending in hon^s head. Orest 
formed by lion’s manCp sur¬ 
mounted by Aower-Uke 
globe; small diadem under 
globop other at lower edge 
of helmet; curly hair; point 
of board drawn through 
ri ng; ear-ring, necklace- 
bust ends in fouTcurvefl* 
r^sik legend No. 11* 


Same as 7, but halo around 
bend of Siva; no Sasanjan 
fillets; head of Siva iu fall 
front view. 

Legend Noa. 5-8* 


Firc-altar adotned with Saaa- 
niao fiJleta; left, same king 
adotingp right hand rained p 
left on hilt of dagger, broad 
filleta behind back; right, 
Mithra with sun rays around 
head, right hand raised 
holding corona, left hand 
on sword* 

Far&Ik legend same as on 
Obvene ; king’s uameinmid- 
dle above, in 3nd line over 
altar name of mint town, 

** HhahSk&n ”^Marw. 


B. M. cast* 

PI I. 

& m Cunzuimhaiu* 
Indian Cmn^, 
p. 162,14* 


o; & 6 Berlin 
Cabinet, Berx- 
feld, 

PL A 21 and 23, 
pp. 48-49* Fig* 
7 (text)* PI. U, 
0 M Cunuinghatn, 
Indian Cains, 
p* 178 No. 3, 
description not 
corresponding 
to fig* PL IV, 3. 
d / Cunningliamj 
I ndian Cwrw, 

p. 17& No* 4, 
inscription PL 
V,H, 

0 ; Cunnrngbanii 
/ndioa CmW, 
p. 179, No. 5, 
name but small¬ 
er coin; Imt* 

B. M., second 
spedmen Cun- 
ninghani-Tho* 
mas* NumUnta^ 
tic ChmniclSt 
1863, XV, p* 
1801 Indian 
Anliqnartf IJ, p. 
165 j CiiDiung- 
ham, Indian 
Cairn, PL IV, 
3; Mordtmarmp 
ZDMG VIU, 
1856, PL V, 5 
and No. 26 ; 
ZDilG XIX 
1865, p* 4211 
XXXIY p* 26; 
B* Drouin Rmjte 
Afchdohgiqus 
1898, 1 p. 26 j 
BsrtfeJd Pair 
hdi, PI* A 
Fig. 7 (toxtj* 
PL n* 


n 2 
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kushano-sasajoajk coins. 



MirU], 




Nap 

Weight sad 

Obrena^ 

lU]T»ap 

BefmnoM. 


Size. 





Harmlzd I under Stmpnr I| about (256)-264, A* D, — contd. 


li 


m 


BoAt oE Idxig to light, same m 

10 . 

Pareik legend beginning at 
left ehouldaTi No. II. 


Same aa 5. 

Parsik legend No« 111 aboire 
altai name of mint town; 
Marw. 


Dorn, Bemer- 
tlher 

Si^^niden Munr 
ecn, St. Peters- 
buTgp 1844^ 
Mordtmann 
ZDMG, 1880, 
XXXIV, P-3T, 
No. 77; Mar* 
kgfif C<U. d. 
fnonn. jSoj. c£cl 
de Vln$L dm* 
Lang. Or. St* 
Pet e f a b n r g, 
1S89, p. 60j n, 
21; Dfouin^ Be* 
enfl Arc^lo- 
gigtus 1898, p. 
26 . 


12 




Bust of king same as 10. 
P^!k legend beginning at 
left shoulder No. 12. 


Sanse as 6 and XL 


B. M., Thomas, 
Num c 

Chromcie, XV, 
p. 180, No. 9. 


13 

a; 

hr 


M 

21^8 grs. 
0"6 in. 
30 gxfl 
0'6 in. 


Same aM foregoingn 
Pirsik legend a : and b r No. 
12 ; 0 ; No, 13, and posaibly 
No. 14. Cl. Thomas iVumitr- 
rtw^ic Chronicle XV, p* 182, 
fig. 8; PricHep's In¬ 
dian Antiquities Li, 165; 
Iftmivnadc Chronicle 
series II. VoL Xll, 38. 


Siva standing before Nandi 
bulh aa T and 9 p 
Kusbin legend No. 20. 


a: k b: Two 
speoiinette in 
possession of 
autliori PL D. 
c; B. M., Tho¬ 
mas iVillflis- 

XV, p. 180, 
No. 11 ; Cun¬ 
ningham, hi* 
dian CoinSt PL 
IV, 6* 


14 




Same bust as foregoing. 
Parsfk legend No. )6. 


Fire-altB^ with full boat like 8, 


a; B. M.; Cnn- 
ningbam, In¬ 
dian C&imt Pi, 
IV, T; PI. IL 
£ C a 1 o tt 11 a, 
Vincent Smith, 
iftdian 31 me- 
wn Oataloffue 
Lp. 223. No. L 
PL XXIV, 3. 


0 ; T h 0 m a e 

VufH IS ma 

Chfonieie, XV, 

p. 180 , 10 . 
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W«i^t Mid 

Ohfme. 

Kstcml 

I£fl£HnicuaiL 


16 


il 

Cap* 

shApod, 


10 

. 4 .* 

6 .‘ 


M 

44 grs, 

0-6ijj, 

33 gn. 
in bad 
conditica. 


17 

a: 

to 

/■■ 


M 

&5 gra. ftnd 
Al>out O'7 
iacfaeti. 


HormJzd under Shapur about (2b4)*272* 


Like 7 and 9, but belinet with'- 
out eurmountiug globe; 
crest of large pearK on^ dot 
to right of attar, swastika, 
and one dot betiN‘een feet; 
iudistiact other symbol 
between left leg sod sword ; 
halo outs through legend. 

Kilsbaa legend Xoa. 9-14^ 


King standing to left with hel¬ 
met ending inUon'S head; 
no globe, no diadem, plait¬ 
ed hw, point of beard drawn 
through ring, full armour. 
Left baud holding trident, 
right hand pointing towards 
small fixo'jltar without 
dames; trident with 2 ap^ 
pendages over altar; swas¬ 
tika and one dot between 
legs ; &hin(Smani near yjt o! 
sword; ^firoJna and circle 
to right. 

EUsh&n legend No. 31. 

Bust of same king to right, 
with helmet ending us lion’s 
head i no globe^ no diadem. 

Par^ legend No.,12. 

Ctmninghom^s description 
not exact: ** with plume" 
iestoadof without globe." 
Sometimes the symbol of 
Gondofares and of Shapur 
1 on shaft of altar. 


Same as 7 and 9^ but garment 
of §iva changed; head of 
but in full front view; no 
base liue. 

K.&sb&n l^end faulty^ Noe. 
9-14. 


Siva and Nandi aaon 7, 9 
and 15, but god full front 
view; garment like 15; tri- 
deat in left, noose in right 
hand. 

NOahen legend No. 21. 


Fire-altar, Ardastur type with 
bust^ same os 1 and 5 ; no 
legend. 


b : Ermi- 
tage unpub* 
Imhett PI IL 

c: and d r Berlin 
Herzfold Pai- 
tidi PL A. Kg. 
8 (text), PL 

II. 

ChT Ariana dtitu 
qm, XIV, 17, 
p. 379, 5. From 
Kabul Valley* 

C u n D ] g gham ^ 
Indian Coim, 
PL V, E. 

/r B. M., Cun- 

ningham^ /n- 

rfmrt CofM, PL 
IV, 3 and V, B* 
Gunning ham 
description does 
not agree with 
fiaure on kU 
Plate. 

a 2 and b: In 
poasesj^ion of 
author, unpub¬ 
lished, PL IIP 
c; end d : Enui- 
tage ciifite^ un¬ 
published. PL 

III. The two 
Erjnjtege speeU 
mena are nob 
e.xactly identic 
cal i bushy hair 
and <^dem 
with miets. 

a >/ * In posscs- 
don of author, 
PL tlL 
and A; Jm- 
am vlnjf^teoFL 
XVII, 16 and 
19, from Begh- 
riin* 

1 / Cunuingham, 

Ooifit, 

PL IV, a 
i I P a r r u c 
SfMnniau CbLi4, 
18'* 
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KUSHANO-aUSANlAX COINfl. 


NtL 

MetaU 




Weight and 
Si«i. 

Obrnm 


Bc&tUUQM. 


Varhrau I, nnder Honnised I, 272-73* 


18 

A' 

O f 

Cnp- 

b:. 

aliaped 

c; 

121 gEs. 


l-3inoh. 


19 




Settle as If 9 aad 15, but crowi^ 
consl^tiDg of a pair of 
honiB over a strUxg of pearla 
saTEaomited hj flow^diko 
globe; diadem below, halo^ 
hair in plaits, beard drawn 
t liToaghring,—Trident over 
a Itar resembling Asklepiue’ 
wand; chii/Udmi^i Wow ^na, 
no ajwbol betwean feet; to 
right monogram above 

it, awaatika or eight rayed 

star. 

Xnahan legend Nos* 15-17* 

On base, mint town Balkb* 

Bust of aaine king to rights 
Parsik It^end b^ns at left 
shoulder. Nos. 16 and 17. 


Same as 7, 9, 15^ with base 
line; KHahin If^end Koe^ 
15-17* 


fire-altar with full bustp same 
as 8 and 14. 

Paraik I^end Ko. 14. 


Varhran 1* Shabaushah 272-^73* 


20 


JR 


Bust of King to right ; mown 
with sunraya of Afithra sur¬ 
mounted by large globe; 
ears and cheek covered, 
hairs in plaits, point of 
beard drawn through ting. 

Parsik legend begins behind 
head of King Ko* 18. 

CJ. a piece m the Iferlin Cabi¬ 
net witb same arrangement 
of legend in two lines. i 


Fife-altar of the type of Sba- 
pirr 1 ■ to theleftp same king 
with long sceptre and sword; 
to the right male figure witb 
some attributes but differ¬ 
ent fEfowu (god), both look¬ 
ing outward,. 

Par^afk legend No* 19 * 


a : Ermi t a g 
unpublia bed, 
caat. Fig, 9 
(tfflct). Pun* 
b 1 Her^- 

Md, P^ikuU 
PL A. Fig. 9 
(text)* PL m. 
c * B. M., Ctn- 
mngbnm, 
cfian Coifw, PL 
IT, 16. 


a : B. M., Cun- 
uingham^ Indiam 
CotftJ, PI* IV, 
16. PL m. 

Cuuni D gham, 
Indian CoinSf 
PI. IV, IT. 

a I B. M,, east, 
unpublifihed, PL 
III. 


Formerly in the 
cabinet of Sulk 
M Pasha, Ooa- 
etaul^ 0 p 1 Ot 
Mord t m a nn, 
ZDMO 1880, 

xxxrv, p. 30 , 

No. 83* 


Varhrau II under Varbran I, 273-(27S)* 


A/ 

Cup. 

shaped. 

Ldke 7, 9, 15, 18, but crotni 
oobsists of cap with zigsag, 
niimouated by flotvcr-like 
globe ; diadetti, no halo, 
eAinfdmofii uoder atm; to 
right aame symbol as ott , 
18 : above six-iared etu. 

Same b& 18, double struck * 

Cunnm g h a m, 
/ndtoa Ooin«, 
PI. IV^ 13. Fig. 
12 (text/. 


Kfishan It^ead No. 18. 
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Maul 




Kol 

WAitffat and 

Obtvfia. 1 

Eown. 

EofmoML 


22 


a; 

Cup* 

shaped. 


Bage tinder Varfaran I« (375)*276« 


8ameas2l, but Grown of three 
IaT]ge P&lmetteSp suriDOUUfc' 
ed by doted globe with Urge 
filled; c/iifl/diaonl onder 
arm j to rifht, symbol of 18 
and 21 over eight-rayed 


Same as 21^ double utruok 


star or over hook^ and once 
an mdiutiuct symbol above 
it, 

Kdsban legend Ko. 19« 


a : Berlin^ Hezz- 
fel Pmkuli, PL 
A. Pig, 13, PL 
IIL 

i * and o j Ermi- 
lage^ oasts, un- 
publisbed. 

PL IV, 


23 


m 

65 grs. 

1^25 mch. 


,.,,rabraQ i Forelto Imitation, 


Bust of king to right, crown 
same as 23, bushy hair, 
point of beard drawn 
through ring; ear-ring, neck¬ 
lace rniifit below necklace 
formed by leaves of palm- 
ettee. 

Paralk legend begins at left 
shoulder, No. 2ft. 

Cf* the paknettes below the 
busts of the Hephthaiites, 
Cunningham, Itidian Coin#, 
PI. VII. 3, 4,6, 14,15 ^ PL 
Vra,3,U; PL IX, etc- 


Piro-altar of Saaaiilan type; 
right and left, attendants in 
peculiar attire, holding bar- 
som wands. 


Calcutta, Vincent 
Smith. Indian 

Mmmm Cota* 

1, p, 226, 

No. 2, PL 
XXIV, fifr 8, 


24 

M 

a; 

3*gr3. 1 


0-6 inch. 

0 .* 

33*3 gi». 

e; 

31*8 gi8^ 


Ormles-Hormlzd under Varhran IL 276-84. 


Bust of king to right i crown 
comdota of: cap with 
five Urge peaiU and 
diadem at lower adge^ 
to which are attached two 
eagle's wings surmounted 
by a striped globe. Bushy 
hair, point of beard drawn 
through ring; ear-ring, neck¬ 
lace, Bust ends in four 
lobes. 

Parslk legend begins at left 
shoulder, No, 2L 


Fire-aitai with full bust, aazno 
as 8, 14, Ift. 

PaTHik legend No, 21, 


a / In possaadon 
of author, un* 
published- Piga. 
ITand22(texth 
PL IV, 

6 ; Museum of 
Asiatio Society 
of Bengal ■ E, 
Thomas Nu¬ 
mismatic and 
ctAcT Anliqtti- 
lies lUnsfn^uv 
of the ride of the 
Samnians, 1841 
No. 404 =Mot^ 
dtmann ZDMG, 
1880, XXXIV, 
p. 2, No. 79. 

e: and d.* B. M,, 
casts. 

e: Calcutta, Vin¬ 
cent Soiith, 
Indian Museum 
Caialogut, 1. p, 
223* No, 2, PL 


XXIV, fig. 4. 
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KUSBASIO-SASANIAK COOTS. 







Kc, 

Weight And 

Qhwmt* 








25 


M 

1]5'7 gre. 
0-8 inch. 


0m]ies-HontiJ2(l under Varhrau II, 376'84— cotad. 


Biut of king to right; crown 
cnnsists of rovr oE pearls 
with pair of wings, no glohc, 
but perhaps floating end of 
diadem on top of head; 
bushy hair, point of beard 
drawn through ring; ear¬ 
ring; neck-lace; garment 
richlj'’ adorned with pearls. 

Legend illegible on Parruck’s 
Plate, be^na at left should¬ 
er. 


Kre-altar with bust of Hot- 
miad without flamea ; two 
attendmits with harsoni; 
no legend, 

Thiacoin is mentioned here 
only for coniparison. 


26 


A’ 

113-6 grs. 
0-T6 inch. 


Yarfaran 11^ Shahanshah, 276-293. 


Bust of king to right; pure 
Basaniau tr-pc. 

Legend begins behind king's 
head. 


Nametess Governor under Varbran II, 264-293t 


27 


Narseh Shahaasbah, 293>302. 


28 


(6) 




Bibh o t h £ n fl ' 
Katioriale,Paris. 
31. Hieulofoy, 
L'art Antique 

de fo Perse, PL 
II/7. 


Fire-altar, pure Saaanian 
; king to left, god to 
ri^t: ehintSmeni on shaft 
of altar. 


JE 

BuEt of king to right; crown 

Fire-altar of Ardashir 

6-5 gis. 

of fi ve large lea,ves over dk- 

with Basaman fillets and 

0-7 inch. 

deni at lower edge, tio globe; 

bust of RoTDiizd with eat- 


buehj hair, point of beard 

rii3g and necklace^ Biniilar 


drawn through ring; ear¬ 
ring. 

Legend lost. 

to L e, 17* 


A/ 

I 

Normal of Nariieh, crown 

aurmounted by 3 large paL 
nictt^^ hair in fltraigbt 
plaits. 

Konnal Paiaik legend of 
Narseh No. £2. 

High fire-altar of type of Hor- 
mbd Kuslmnshah No* 10; 
between head of adoring 
king (kft) and fire* the co¬ 
rona with fillets^ symbol of 
Ardashir 1; between fire and 
head of god Hormzzd (right)^ 
the word JILKY-Sfarw* 

AT 

Bust of king to right, crown 
with 10 leaves, diadem at 
lower edge^ snnnaiinted by 
large globe ; email fitkt be¬ 
low globe 1 busby hair, point 
of beard drawn through 
riiig- 

Pirsik legend Ij^ds at left 
shonlder, No* 23. 

Fire-altar ol type of Hormlsd 
^ Rosbanfkhah JO ; to left the 
king standing with barsomp 
to right god Hormird also 
with barsoin. 

Fandk legend Ko. 23. i 

AT 

Almost same aa 286. Par- 

Same as pfcceding. No le¬ 

111-2 gzs. 

mck*§ reading of legend is i 

gend. 

0'75 inch. 

, 

not supported by bis Plate. 
The word 6rij^ is clearly 
risible at Bamo place where 
it stuods on Berlio speci¬ 
men, so are the first two 
letiera of the name. 

* 


B. M., Parruck,, 
jSatarifOfl Coins. 
YI. No. IIS. 


In possession of 
author, unique, 
unpubl i s h e d. 
Figs. 15 and 23 
(text). PL IV. 


In 1850 at EL 
Hofmann, Ku- 
mismatiet, in« 
Paris; hlordt- 
matm, ZDMG., 

1880, xxxn^ 

p. 43, No. 138. 

Berlin, cast, 
Natzel, Amtt. 
Berlin a. d. KgL 
Eunstsammign. 
1907-08, p. 213 
!5q. 


SosantuR Coins, 
No. 161. 
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- 



ObvBZie. 

R«T11IlflU 1 



NameteM Governor under Naraeh, M3-302. 


29 


M 


Bust of Idfig to ri^ht; crown 
of BovcB lobes surmounted 
bf five scraUB, diudctn at 
lower no globe. 

Bushy iuiir, eiLi-riug, nech- 
lace. Traces of Xtis^a le* 
gond No. 22. 


Fhe-oltor of Ardaahit type 
with BasaoiaD fiUcte and 
beardless head appearing 
in flames with crescent be¬ 
hind shontdere and perbaps 
on top uf head; traeos of 
Kilshaa legend No. 22, 


SO 


A' 

Solidus. 
23-7 grs. 
(I'd inch. 


Hormlzd II Shahanshah^ 302->309. 


Bust of king to right ■ cxown, 
normal shape of Uormisd 11 
Legend Illegible. 


Fire-altar with two attend¬ 
ants, normal Susanian type. 
No legend. 


31 

0 

b 

c 

d 


Pero* II under Uonnlzd H, 302-309. 


32 


33(1 


A 

lit grs. 


Shapur 11 Shahanshah, 309-356. 


336; 


A 


Bust of Shapur 11 to right, 
tunrel exown adorned with 
sniiill lobes Iwlow pinnacles 
over diadeiu, surmounted 
by globe; distinguished 
from normal Sosanian type 
by greater richness of 
jewellety. 

Faralk legend begioa at loft 
shoulder, Ko. 26. 

Very similar to o 

Far^ it^end No. 27, 


Fiie>-alt«r with two attendants, 
type of Hormisd Buahan- 
sh^. 

Parstk legend. Over altar 
mXiK Y-hlarw; stnall 
cent below. 


Cles- 


fSimilat to o, but bust in 
fianies ; left of attendants 
is king, right god. The 
word Tost on shaft of altar 
itLiiY over fionies. 

Parsik legend No, 27. 


29giS9, 
0-57 inch. 
35'7 grs. 
31-5 gre. 
23-1 grs. 

I Bast of king to right; crowo 
of fitited cap fiurmouiitcd by 
largo crescent aod striped 
globe duKlefa below ; hair 
io plaita^ point of b;.-ard 
drawn through ring; ear¬ 
rings necklace. 

Pats^ legend begins at left 
ahouldeTp Not. 24 and 25. 

Fire-altar with full bust of 
, Hormisd, same os 8,14,19, 
25. 

Parsik legend Nos. 24 and S5. 

M 

Very similar to 31 * 

Bamo, but eo-called " taurus 
symbol on abaft of altar: 
symbol of Gondofaius and 
of Bbapur I, 


Wilson driatut 
dttiiqtia, XVII, 
15, p. 403, No. 
39, from B^h 
ram. 


Berlin, NUtoel, 
Amth Bee, a.d. 
Kgl. Kunst- 
samm Ign. 
XXXlY,3Deo. 
1012, p. 4, No. L 


a: In possessioa 
of author, un¬ 
published. Fig. 
Id (toit), Pi. 
IV, 

6; Parrnck, So* 
•joswii Coins, 
PL IX, 191. 
o: PaiTudc, ^o- 
amiioH Cotiis, 

l93,cost.PLIV. 
d; B. M. 
Calcutta, Vin- 
oent Smith, 
Ifidian Museum 
Catalogtis, p, 
225, No. 3, Pi. 


Berlin, cast, cl. 
Alordtmann Lc, 
PL 0, Nc. 242. 


Bortholomeei- 
Dorn, PL \U, 
9. 

hfordttnaan, 
ZDMG, ieao, 
XXIV, p. w. 
No. 198. 







































60 KUSILAKO-SASAOTAK COINS, 


Now 


ObTKK. 


Ft 


1 





Sbapur 11 Stiahsitt8lia.li| 3O9~3&6'”i0ian£e7» 


83c; 

Ai 

109>2 gn. 

SAtne 05 dr ooe dot in Eeld to 
ligbi. 

Fire-altar of Ardasbir type; 
left of flames; small symbol; 
light, MLKY; sm all crescent 
below. 

Calcutta^ Vin¬ 
cent Bmithf 

indi^N 3J mmm 
Cf^iilogitef Fart 
U, 224, No. 1, 
PL XXIV, 6. 

•iSdi 

a; 

n2-5gre. ' 
O'dinclL. 

S&mo . , . 

Same legend, barbaric; ngbt 
of flame in opposite diroo 
tion, to be read from out¬ 
side, the word MLKY; 
flmall creacant belowt 

In posBosaon of 
author, unpub¬ 
lished. PI. IV. 

33e: 

a; 

IIM gra. 
(>■85 iuch. 

Very idniilar to d 

S^e. MLKY at same place; 
small creocent below. 

Biblio t h ^ q n e 
NationaletParia, 
M. Dieulafoy. 
L'art Antiqiiet 

pm,8. 

34 

di 
e: 

M 

Tl*5 grs. 
62 gca- 

Head of Shapm II to 
same as 53» 

Kikbo^ legend No. 23. 

Fire-tJtaT of Ardasbir type, 
with " Uorus ** symbol on 
shaft] Sosanion QUeta; 
flames without bust. 
GienotiB. No legend. 

a and b ; Wilson, 
Jrtaiia A 

PL XVO, 13 
and 14. 

ct Cmmingliam, 
iftdiaa Cotns, 
PL IV, 

d and Far* 

ruck, &tsanian 
PL XI, 
256 and 25T« 

35 

M 

Very cdmilox but lessjewdlery. 
FEifllk legend No. 23. 

Same altar without symbol, 
but same style. 

Bartbolonwi- 
Dom, FL Vn, 

1 &♦ 



Ghloulte imitations of Sbapur !!• 25S>279* 


36a; 

Ai 

60 gra. 

Bust of king witii crown of 
Shapui li; to rights symbol 
^ in front of focoi crescent 
Vwibind bead. 

KOsban legend No. 24. 

1 Indiatini^ Temams o! Ere-altoi 
with bust ol Hormizd in 
flam£^ and two att€ndant$, 
Oblit^ttid because 
struck on obverse only. 

Wilson, Arfaiia 
Atdiqva, PI. 
XVI, 10 ; Cun- 
ningbao), In' 
dufti CoinSt PL 
VII, 1, from 
Hidda Tope. 

S6&: 

JR 

Same .... 

KOsban legend No. 25. 

Same , « • * 

Wiboa, Arunn 
Antiqiia, FI. 

XVI, 9, p. 3. 

36c 

; JR 

54 gc& 

Very «mUar; Paimck'BTead- 
ing of the inscription as 
Parak not support^ by 
figtiro on Plate. 

Same , . ^ * 

Pairuick, (Soso- 
Mtan Coin*, FL 
X, No. 244. 


t 
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blvUU 





WA^tuid 

SIXA, 


B«i^eriK. 


Zabul ImJtatioiu of Varhran IV, 388-399. 


37a: 


376 


38 


39 


m 

49 grs. 

m 

' 03 gEB. 

Bust of king to riglit, crown 
of Vftrhran IV. 

KQshio legend No. 20, 

Very' similar bat tmcea of 
different legend numiog 
from left to right (certainly 
not Parmck's iaterpreta* 
tion). 

IndifitmctTeiDaiiifl ot firiMiltAr 
with btiflt oi moDA god— , 
(T) in dMQes; two 
dants. 

Ipdiatinct , , . . 

p 

jCunningham, 
flldUlH Ootiis, 

PL yn, 2. 

Parruck, Sasa- 
nidn Ccnns, FL 
XIII, No. 303. 


Marw coins of Vartmui V, 420-438. 


IB. 

09*5 gts. 

Bast of Vnrbxan V to right. 
poisDc l^end written &>m 
left to right. No. 29. Cf> 
Pazruok, Noe. 333 and 3^. 

Fiie>altar with figure of the 
king, twice repeated Left 
and rights indistinct letters 
of the date, and MLKY, 

, left, in the flames. 

In possession 

of author, un¬ 
published. FL 
IV. 

69'6bib, 

Bust of Varkran V to right. 
Parslk legend No. 30. Cf, 
Bartholonuei-Dom, PI. XII, 
18. and Fomiek. Noe. 325 
and 320, 

Fiie-oltar with flames, and 
bast of long on shaft; two 
attendants. 

Parslk legend left, name of 
Varhran right. JILKY. 

In possesmon of 
author, un¬ 

published. PL 
IV. 




































INDEX 




A 

Abboaid Hunt towtis, motiogmou oE 
Abdag«se», liom of > • • • • 

A<lhartiuis«h> short feign of . . » 

Ametby^rt ehiIj insofiption on . . » 

AmmiaDtia MaHjellimiSj historUn . 
Antiwlieia-Khufirau , . . - • 

Antialcidasj coins of . , . . * 

Aidashtf 1 

Anlashir If ooine of . - * ■ • 

Avdafibir I| crown of * ■ * • 

Ardashir 1, reign of • . * 

Aidashir If ucalpture of , - * ■ 

Apdsvan V 

ATineuisj coin* of . » . * • 

Areftctdan coinSf direction of tbc head on > 
Artaban I 

Artaban II, W* Kaikliusran . . . - 

Atropatenian coinage ... - * 

Anici 

Awestic writing 

Awnunan parebmcnta . . . • • 

AnTtinian partliincnts, script of . > . 

Awraman parchments, date of , . * 




S, 


8,16,17, 


n 

4 
36 
16 ’ 

3, 3S> 36 
IS 
SO 

14, SS, i4, ST 
8, 31, 3T, 41 
22 
32 
27,37 
22 
4 

3,4 

4 

6,13 
4 

IS, 10, 20 

3 


16,16 
U, 17,18 
U 


B 


BalkU, mint name 

Blltniy4ji, title of the princea of , . . , . 

Baswdfiv, edn legend* of . . . • * \ 

BoTfl (Bage) Vorohrans, #ce VaihiAn brother (7) of ShftpArl 
BoT® Ohrmizdo, *#tf Hormiul I . . . • • 

Begbiftm, coin frem 

BnddUa, figured on a silver dreohm of P6r6a 1 . 

BuddbUt Art 

fiumes, Sir Alex. •••*■•* 


6, 7, IB, 


16, 16 
10 
18, 27 

37 

38 
37 

S(b31 
20, 30 
26 


c 


Central Asia, Huddhist Art ia . . 

Central Asia, Buddhist paititingfl from . 
Chionitea, cuina of . • < • 

Chiooitea, imitation of Shapfit H'i ooine 


. 2 

. 7 

3,16, 3-37 
. 3,50 

o 2 
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IVDEX 


C— 


Page. 


Cbiamte&i inaitadoii ot KushAs ^ * « » * « « 18, £0 


ChioGiteit invasion of Bactria by « ' * ^ * « « * . . ^ 3, 86 

Cte^ipbon , , , * . » « « « i • * * l£jl8|H^S£ 

CunTiingbam, Sir Aloi. ^ « ■ » « * . » t « » 3j 86 


D 


^ D^kaid, pafisagOA of the 


13 


£ 

Elymau-KhoziataiL^ coinage of . « 

firin-fttabirakpei, crown of tbe , , 


4 

£1 


F 

FarghA DA; title of tbe kings of i 10 

F&tAj coinfi of tbe ShAfae of « 8j 4 

FrAtadara of FeraepoU^ * ^ i < 8, 4 

FrAtadAra to ShAb, change of title from ^ » i . * « 4 

FirAs I and lip PetdK I and 11 » . » , . * - f *«t 


G 


Ganjek^ 6m temple at . * « ^ ^ » . , « , « IB 

GbarchjfitAuj title of tbe princes of « ^ * i * « * « i 10 

Gotaii&es 1^ cold of , 5 

Gotarzes 11, coin legends 8 

GiKcc-Baotnan Art 11, SSj SI, S® 

Gneco^Bactrian coins j'^Zene representation on ♦ * , . . * ^ * 3h 

Greek script * .« i . 7 

H 

HirtabAn V *,*,*,,,, ^ * * 4 

Hartabanc«j fatter of Gotama 11 . . * t . , * . « , 8 

Hepbtbalite kings, coin legends of » « , « , ^ « 19, 20 

Uephtbalite kings, crowns of « . , 21 

Uepbthalite kings, unltation of Saeanian Knahan coics ... 18 

Hemus liiatifi), coins of ^ 
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